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Meeting Update

PLEASE NOTE!
The room we hold our monthly meeting in has changed!

We are now located in the southwest corner of the Recreation Center. Enter through the front doors
and turn left into the hallway past the first room. Continue all the way to the end of the hallway and

turn right. Our new meeting room is the last room on the left.

The July Monthly Event will held
at the Redwood Recreation Center!

Saturday July 15th, 2023
10:00 AM - Noon
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Learn Something New

Presentation/Mini-Swap Meet

The History of the Union Pacific Turbines
Presented by Doug Baney
Discover the fascinating history of the Union Pacific's "Big Blow" gas
turbines.
 
Mini-Swap Meet - Last hour
Sell your unwanted trains or find something you might want. Cash or
Venmo (if they take it) paid to the individual selling an item, not the
division. The division can take cards but only for our own items being
sold.

Presentation - Three Mini Clinics

How to Make Dirt
Presented by Dave Sealy
I will tell how I find dirt and bring it home. Then I dry it, sift it and store it for
use as scenery.
Venting a Spray Booth Indoors
Presented by Rick Luther
Learn a technique for venting an air brush spray booth indoors. This not to
be used in your main family living area, but can be used in the workshop or
train room.
Electrical Trouble Shooting
By Geoff Carter
Learn techniques for trouble shooting electrical problems on your layout
using a meter and other electrical tips.

Presentation

TBD

Presentation

TBD

Special Event

Christmas Party
Presented by Northern Utah Division

In the spirit of the season, we would like everyone to bring a treat to share
(dessert or meal-type food) and a wrapped gift for the Gift Exchange. It can

be something funny or even practical that you no longer have need of. The gift should preferably be
train-related but it doesn’t need to be. Let's have some fun!

Presentation

Layout Water Effects
Presented by Blane Holbrook and Geoff Carter

Tips, tricks and techniques on creating creeks, rivers, waterfalls, ponds, and
lakes for your layout. Hip waders are optional!
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Thoughts from the Superintendent

There’s so much more to this hobby than just “building trains in
your basement!” The hot days of summer are winding down and
there is a lot of model railroading to look forward to. Next week is
the NMRA National Convention in Texas, the week after that is
the National Narrow Gauge Convention in Colorado and the
following week is our annual Free-mo meet in Evanston. The
Free-mo meet will have HO and N scale this year. It is closed to
the public but NMRA members are invited to come see the
layouts on Saturday, Sept 9th from Noon – 5 pm. Please RSVP
to either me or Mike Nelson so we can plan accordingly. There
will be a number of out of state attendees and I hear their modules are awesome! All the members
are working on new modules so there will be a good mix of new and seasoned modules to see.

Our clinic coordinator, Charlie, is having some health issues and needs to take a break from his
duties. We appreciate all he has done and pray for good health for him. I’m sure he would
appreciate a call or email. In the meantime contact me for clinic volunteers and suggestions. This is
a volunteer organization and we all serve each other. You don’t need to be an expert, just willing to
share what you have learned about a subject. It could be something you’ve done for years or just
learned about last month. We are in this hobby together and serving one another is the best way
that we can enjoy the journey together!

Jim Wanlass, MMR #585 
Superintendent
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
jamestowntrains@gmail.com
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What Happened Last Month

Plaster Carving
Presented by Blaine Holbrook

Last month's clinic was a great tutorial on the fine art of creating realistic rock work for your layout.
Blaine Holbrook and his handsome assistant (Mark Reviea) worked their "magic" with plaster.
Starting with slow drying plaster of paris, water and adding the appropriate color of fine sand you
can begin the process of rock sculpting. After spreading a thick coating of the plaster mix, you can
begin to carve the ridges and details for the surface. As the plaster begins to dry, the details you
carve will become more prominent. Blaine suggests you continue to work the plaster and
occasionally using a stiff paint brush to smooth your carving. The nice thing about mixing the fine
sand into the plaster is that it will always retain the original color. If the plaster chips you don't have
the color a glaring white spot. Thanks Blaine, a very informative clinic.

You can view past clinic information at the link below

https://www.northernutahnmra.org/monthly-events/past-clinics/
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Achievement Program

I know there are several clubs and work groups within our division.
Did you know you can earn “credit” towards your AP working on
someone else’s layout? The most obvious is the Dispatcher
Certificate. Many of us don’t have a layout that would be big enough
to have formal operating sessions so it is expected that you will earn
it “working” on someone else’s layout. Just remember to get
signatures from the layout owners as you do it because it’s much
easier than having to get them later.

Other certificates like Electrical, Civil and Scenery can be worked on
with other people and at a club. Just be ready to prove that you did the required amount of work to
qualify. If you are going to go this route it is a good idea to talk with me about it first so we can be on
the same page about what is expected and how to document it. Everything I pass off goes to our
Region AP Chairman who looks it over and then sends the paperwork on to National for final
approval.

The Golden Spike Club of Utah has started getting some good scenery started while still working on
track work in other areas. I know Geoff, Blaine and others have work sessions on their layouts. It’s a
great way to make progress. It motivates you to be ready for the group to come and you can share
your expertise with others. I know I get more done as deadlines for events get closer! It even helps
to make self-imposed deadlines so you can achieve smaller goals along the way.

Sure, you can do a lot in this hobby on your own. I often do, but as we share what we have done
and/or work with others, there can be even more joy for the love of model railroading. And isn’t it
great when we can enjoy the journey together!

Jim Wanlass, MMR #585
AP Chairman
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
jamestowntrains@gmail.com
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Member Spotlight

Member Spotlight : Paul Ludwig
By Lowel Didas

Paul has been interested in trains since he was a child. His
uncle worked for the U.P. railroad as an inspector in Helper, Ut.
His family and him would go to visit his uncle where he and his
uncle would go with him where he would watch trains and have
a great time while his uncle inspected cars. Currently, Paul is
working on his HO layout (DCC) while at the same time building
a N Scale layout and practicing the things he gleans from the
division clinics, then incorporates them into his HO layout. He
enjoys coming to the division meetings and activities. He and
his lovely bride, Linda, reside in S. Jordan.
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Division News Items

GET ONE BEFORE THEY'RE GONE!
We have a few unspoken for HO Scale 40' Bamberger Wood side boxcars from Accurail. You can
have one of your very own limited edition
boxcars for $45.00. If you buy more than
one you will pay only $40.00 for each car.
For those buying more than one, you will
get a decal sheet that allows you to
renumber the cars.

Drop a note to Geoff Carter
at gkc450219@gmail.com and he will bring
them to the next Norther Utah Division
Event. Credit card is preferred, but we will
take cash (exact change only).

This will be the last run of these local
railroad gems!

Salt Lake City Store Closing
To all of our fantastic customers, because of the current economy and supply
issues, we have made the decision to consolidate our store, which means we
will be closing our Salt Lake location.

We understand that this will be an adjustment, but we feel we can offer a better
customer experience this way, starting today at the Salt Lake store select
Funko, and board games will be 50% off of marked prices. There will be other

items on sale so be sure to ask us!

We also have seven pallets of merchandise that we are pricing to move, feel free to browse these
items and make us an offer!

We look forward to seeing you soon at our Sandy location, and don't forget that M R S Sandy is
open till 8pm on Friday's and Saturdays for those who can't make it into the shop before 6pm.

-M.R.S. Hobby Shop Team

From Mike Conder, 2023 National Narrow Gauge Convention -

The 2023 National Narrow Gauge Convention will be held this year on
Wednesday, August 30 -Saturday, September 2nd at the Crowne Plaza
Denver Airport Hotel in Denver.

Our website is: https://www.43nngcdenver.com/

We have almost 60 clinics planned, and many are on general subjects that would be of great
interest to all railroad modelers, not just narrow gaugers. We also have just under 35 layouts open
for the convention. We will have a large vendor room with almost 5 dozen national and local
vendors, and again with products that fit all modelers, not just narrow gaugers.

All the details (layouts, clinics, schedules) are on our website along with registration instructions.

We would like to appeal to the Rocky Mountain NMRA membership for volunteers to help with the
convention. Our convention has essentially 6 sessions where the vendor room/clinics/modules will
be open: Wednesday evening, Thursday and Friday mornings and evenings, and Saturday morning.
Layouts will be open Wednesday through Saturday after lunch. So we are offering free admission to
our volunteers on a session-by-session basis: if a person works one 3-4 hour session, they get one
free session admittance. So if a person works three sessions, they essentially get in free to the
entire convention including ALL of the layouts.

We would really appreciate it if you could send this information to all of the members of our region (I
am also an NMRA member) so all can enjoy this upcoming convention!

Regards,
Mike Conder - 2023 NNGC Registrar
2023nngc@gmail.com
vulturenest1@gmail.com
720-387-0500

Intermountain Train Expo 2023
Davis Conference Center
1651 N 700 W
Layton, Utah
November 3rd & 4th, 2023
Fri, 3 Nov: 3:00pm to 9:00pm
Sat, 4 Nov: 9:00am to 5:00pm
http://intermountaintrainexpo.com/

Rocky Mountain Region Convention
Rails Along the Rio Grande 2023
Albuquerque, NM
November 10-12, 2023
2023 Rocky Mountain Region Convention Link
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Layout Tours

Photo Report from the layout tours

Geoff Carter’s
HO Freelanced Union Pacific RR

 

Kevin Anderson’s
Silver Mountain Subdivision of the Utah Railway

Warren Johnson’s
Union Pacific and Utah Railway

Blaine Holbrook’s
Utah, Colorado and Nevada Western
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UTA FrontRunner Tour

Photo Report from UTA FrontRunner Tour
The Pizza Box group had a UTA FrontRunner tour on August 9th. Photos on Instagram at
intermountaintrainexpo. 80 spots were available on the tour. All 80 were filled the first day we
advertised the tour. It took just 14 hours to fill.
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Region Polo Shirts

Rocky Mountain Region Polo Shirts
are now available!

You can order your very own polo shirt at this link: Daylight Sales

You can choose Cool Grey or Royal colors.
NMRA members can save 10% using the code: nmrax20

Besides clicking on the link you can just go to Daylight Sales.net, scroll down on the left to NMRA
then on the second page is the Rocky Mountain Region NMRA shirt.

It has the new logo designed by our own Rick Luther!
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2023 RMR Annual Convention

2023 RMR Annual Convention

RAILS ALONG THE RIO GRANDE

November 10-12, 2023
Albuquerque, New Mexico

For full registration info click here

Convention Hotel
Marriott Pyramid North, Albuquerque, NM
Convention Room Rate $131/Single

Full Convention Registration:
Primary $70 early / $75 normal / $80 late
Household Family Member $45
Non-NMRA Primary Registrant Additional Fee: $20
includes Saturday & Sunday breakfast buffets
includes Friday & Saturday evening refreshments

1 Day Convention Registration
Primary $50 early / $55 normal / $60 late
Household Family Member $30
Non-NMRA Primary Registrant Additional Fee: $20
includes one breakfast buffet
includes one evening refreshments

The Rocky Mountain Region Convention Experience

For those of you new to our Regional Convention, let me say that we have kept it as low priced as
possible, with a minimum of fanfare. The purpose of all our conventions is for our members to get
out and take a mini vacation, meet with some of their Division friends and meet others from our
other Divisions far and wide. We often form up in small groups to carpool to layouts, meals, and
outside activities. This is really what the convention is for, besides the usual train activities. We are
seeing more members bring their significant other/household family member, so we have provided
discount pricing for them as well. The experience is for you to get to know your fellow model
railroaders, their family, and have a lot of fun.
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NMRA National Convention

The National Model Railroad Association is pleased to announce that registration for the next
national Convention, the 2023 Texas Express, is now OPEN! The saying, "Everything is bigger and
better in Texas" is the bestway to describe what waits attendees in Grapevine, Texas, as this
Convention promises to be one for the history books!

Visit the website for more information.

2023 Texas Express NMRA National Convention
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Newsletter Archive

Catch up on all the past issues of the Division Newsletter the
"Promontory Post" on the division website. There is a multitude of
information about our past clinics, photos from layout tours,
conventions, train shows, links to interesting information and the
chance to get to know our fellow members. Just click the button
below and learn more!
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NMRA Membership Renewal

Just a reminder for everyone to check their expiration date on membership NMRA
cards. Please don't let them lapse! You should receive a membership renewal form
in the mail months before your expiration. If you can't find it or didn't get it, you can
always go on-line and renew there. Below is the link to NMRA website page.

https://nmra.org/membership-application-and-renewal

Also check NMRA home page for membership discounts through the NMRA Partnership Program.
You can get discounts at over 30 vendors including Micro-Mart, Green Frog Productions, MinuteMan
Scale Models, Motrak Models, MRC (Model Rectifier Corporation) and many others. The discounts
could add up to what a years membership costs!

https://nmra.org/partnerships
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The Club Car

The Northern Utah Division is home to many outstanding modeling clubs, in every scale from Z to Live Steam. You are sure to find at least one of
them that will meet your needs, so drop them a line and join the fun!

Contact information is the most recent we have on file. If you have a railroad modeling club in the state of Utah, we would be happy to include
your information here. Just send us the name of your club, the scales you support in your club, and how prospective members may contact your
club.

Color Country Model Railroad Club – This multi-scale club is located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah. Contact Dave Merrill by
email at: professordavemerrill@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://colorcountrytrains.org/sud/

Color Country T-Trak Club - This N Scale club, located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah,  uses the T-Trak modular system.
Contact the club by email at: ColorCountryTTrak@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://www.ccttc.info

Golden Spike American Flyer Train Club – This S scale club meets the third Friday of each month at various club member homes. Their
newsletter contains the time and place. Call Jim Buckley by phone at: (801) 252-1921 or by email at: jamesbuckley7@comcast.com. Visit their
website at http://www.gsaftc.com/about.htm 

Golden Spike Train Club of Utah – This HO 100% NMRA club meets the second Saturday of each Month 10:00am - 11:00am (summer)
12:00pm - 4:00pm (remainder of year), at the 132 S 800 W SLC UT in the Sugar Space Arts. Contact Jon Thomas, Treasurer at
Thomas.JT@Yahoo.com for more information. Out of the area memberships are available. Visit their website
at http://www.goldenspiketrainclubutah.org/home.html

Great Basin Lego Train Club – Adult fans of LEGO. Meeting times and club info is posted on their website. Contact Reed Cowan by email at:
gbltc@aol.com. Visit their website at http://greatbasinltc.utahlug.org/ 

HOn3 Club of Northern Utah – Specializing in local narrow gauge railroads in HOn3, this group meets informally and has a layout in Grantsville.
Contact Fred Voelcker by email at: fred.voelcker@gmail.com

Hostlers Model Railroad Club – This Multi-scale club, including live steam, meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month at Ogden’s historic Union
Station. Contact Mike Murphy by USPS mail at: 752 W 4375 South, Riverdale, UT 84405 or by phone at: (801) 394-4952. Visit their website
at http://hostlers.org 

Midvale Model Railroad Club - The Midvale Model Railroad Club (formerly know as E Mo) is a free model railroad club meeting at the Midvale
Museum on the 2nd Saturday of the month from 12 noon to 2:00 pm. We are building HO, HOm and HOe modules and set up on and off in the
Midvale Museum. We are located at 350 west Park Street off of Jefferson Street from Center Street in Midvale Utah. Contact Marty
@ https://www.facebook.com/EmoUtah

O Scale Guys – An O and On3 scale club. Contact Steve Strebel by phone at: (801) 973-0367. 

Ophir, Tintic and Western – This club models in HO and N and meets at the SCERA Theater Boardroom (745 South State Street, Orem) at 7:00
pm on the 3rd Thursday of every month. For more information contact Club Communication specialist Mike Nelson by email at:
i_m_loco@hotmail.com or 801-368-9132. Visit their website at http://www.otwtrainclub.com/ 

Railway & Locomotive Historical Society (Golden Spike Chapter) – An historically oriented group of researchers and preservationists, the
Golden Spike chapter of the R&LHS meets every second Tuesday at noon at Two Bit Street Cafe on 25th Street in Ogden and is presently in the
midst of the restoration of the D&RGW #223. Visit their website at http://www.save223.org

South Weber Model Railroad Club – This 1-1/2″ club runs trains every 3rd Saturday & Sunday at South Weber Canyon Meadows Park. I-84 exit
#85, two blocks south, two blocks east. Visit their website at http://southweberrr.webs.com/

Utah Free-MO – A travelling HO Modular group conforming to the Free-MO standard. Contact Mike Nelson by email at: i_m_loco@hotmail.com

Utah Free-moN – We subscribe to the N scale Free Mo standards. You can find us on Facebook at Utah Free-moN. 

Utah Garden Railway Society – A “G scale” group dedicated to the art of Garden Railways. Contact Lynn Stringham, President (UGRS) by
USPS mail at: 4464 S 4100 West, West Haven, UT 84401

Utah Large Scale Society – A G scale group that meets in various member’s homes. Contact Stan White by phone at: (801) 546-4085 or by
USPS mail at: 920 N 1550 East, Layton, UT 84040

Utah Live Steamers – Our railroad is at Shay Park, 400 West Aspen Hills Blvd, Saratoga Springs, UT which encompasses 12 acres. The key
feature is the abandoned railroad grade of the Salt Lake & Western Railroad. Our track gauge is 7.5" and we have a new, beautiful 1.6" scale
locomotive to pull twice as many cars as before. Rides are 1st and 3rd Saturday of the Summer months. Contact Mike at
utahlivesteamers@gmail.com or watch Facebook for event listings. https://www.facebook.com/cmry260/

Utah Train Collectors Association – Primarily 3-rail O gauge, though other scales are represented. Promotes model railroading in Northern
Utah. Meets the last Thursday of each month. Contact Kent Silver (Club President) by email at: webmaster@utahtca.com. Visit their website
at http://utahtca.com/default.htm 

Wasatch N Scale Model Railroad Club - For contact info visit their website at wasatchnscale.org
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Division Officers and Volunteers

Northern Utah Division Officers
Superintendent: Jim Wanlass

Assistant Superintendent:   Blaine Holbrook
Treasurer: Neil Mahoney
Board of Director: Kevin Anderson
Board of Director: Mike Dean
Board of Director: Michael Harris
Board of Director: George Bell
  

Committee Positions
Advertising/Marketing: Looking for a volunteer
Show Chairman: Geoff Carter
Achievement Program: Jim Wanlass
Clinic Coordinator: Looking for a volunteer
Layout Tours: Bob Connolly
Division Librarian: Robert Arnesen
Secretary: Carolyn Chase
Newsletter Editor: Rick Luther
Membership Chair Person: Looking for a volunteer
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Come Join us for Fun, Learning and Fellowship

Utah's center for model railroading excellence!
Join us every third Saturday at the

Redwood Recreation Center
3060 Lester Street

West Valley City, UT 84119
from 10:00 AM to Noon
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Northern Utah Division of NMRA | Redwood Recreation Center 3060 Lester Street | West Valley
City, UT 84119
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