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Meeting Update

PLEASE NOTE!
The room we hold our monthly meeting in has changed!

We are now located in the southwest corner of the Recreation Center. Enter through the front doors
and turn left into the hallway past the first room. Continue all the way to the end of the hallway and

turn right. Our new meeting room is the last room on the left.

The July Monthly Event will held
at the Redwood Recreation Center!

Saturday July 15th, 2023
10:00 AM - Noon
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Learn Something New

Presentation

Plaster Carving
Presented by Blaine Holbrook

Learn the ins and outs of carving plaster to look like realistic cliffs, rocks and
mountain scenery.

Presentation

The History of the Union Pacific Turbines
Presented by Doug Baney

Discover the fascinating history of the Union Pacific's "Big Blow" gas turbines.

Presentation - Three Mini Clinics

How to Make Dirt
Presented by Dave Sealy
I will tell how I find dirt and bring it home. Then I dry it, sift it and store it for
use as scenery.
Venting a Spray Booth Indoors
Presented by Rick Luther
Learn a technique for venting an air brush spray booth indoors. This not to
be used in your main family living area, but can be used in the workshop or
train room.
Electrical Trouble Shooting
By TBA

As the Clinic Coordinator I look at what this requires and realize we all can
contribute to our clinics. I started with a sheet of plywood with my father
back when I was a child and since then have done so much, especially in
the last few years. We all have skills and experiences that we can share.
Being retired from the Education profession also has shown me that what I
have done in the past can help someone else looking for an answer. I will
call upon all of you to share what you have learned, because we all have a
love of trains.

Charlie Treft
cptreft@yahoo.com
801-309-4246
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Thoughts from the Superintendent

There’s so much more to this hobby than just “building trains in
your basement!” If you have never been to the Colorado Model
Railroad Museum you should put it on your bucket list! I had
visited once before and when given the opportunity to go back
and be certified as an official volunteer that can operate on the
layout, I jumped at the chance! It is incredible how many
volunteers there are and how many hours they put in. To have
such a large layout that runs so well is amazing. Meeting all the
people there and seeing the public enjoy the layout was great!

Everyone I talked to about the Stadler event really liked it. They were excited to have us there and
we were excited to be there. For those that have not heard, we will be hosting the Rocky Mountain
Region Convention next year. Stadler would like to have us back and it might even be the location
for most of the convention meetings. There are so many activities going on and I’m always excited
to see people I know and make new friends. For those we haven’t seen in awhile we look forward to
seeing you again and those we see all the time, well, we are just as excited to see you again so that
we can enjoy the journey together!

Jim Wanlass, MMR #585 
Superintendent
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
jamestowntrains@gmail.com
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What Happened Last Month

Special Event - Annual Summer Picnic
Presented by Northern Utah division

The June Monthly Event was held at the Canyon Meadows Park. The home of the South Weber
Model Railroad Club's 1 1/2" layout! There was food, refreshments and the best part - great train
rides! A special thanks to Doug Baney for the use of his trailer, extra tables, extra chairs and
providing power for the grill! Speaking of cooking, a special thanks to master chef Michael Harris for
the great grilled food. As an added bonus we cheered as Kevin Anderson received two Merit Awards
for his HOn3 box and stock cars.

You can view past clinic information at the link below

https://www.northernutahnmra.org/monthly-events/past-clinics/
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Layout Tours

FOUR
Layout
Tours!

Saturday July 29, 2023
10 AM to 2 PM

Etiquette: When visiting, don’t criticize and don’t touch the equipment. Stay as long as you like,
being mindful of other visitors. Children should be closely monitored by parents.

Geoff Carter’s
HO Freelanced Union Pacific RR
Location: 1903 S 2065 W, Woods Cross. Geoff lives in a cul-de-sac, so it would be appreciated if
you could park perpendicular to the curbing vs. parallel (except for the straight portions of the road
leading into the cul-de-sac, where it is preferable to park parallel).
Contact: Geoff Carter phone: 801-815-6028

Description: The layout is 14’ X 22’ double deck with about 75% of the scenery complete. The
layout is my interpretation of the Union Pacific in the southeast Idaho region. My Dad started
working for the Union Pacific Railroad in 1939, at the age of 18, sweeping out the whistle stop
station in Filer, Idaho. Within a year he was promoted to Telegraph Operator and a few months later,
at Station Agent. He served in either of these two positions at a number of different stations along
the Union Pacific route, one of them being at Michaud, Idaho, which you will see on my railroad.
There is a roundhouse and engine servicing facilities for both diesel and steam locomotives on the
upper deck that is reminiscent of Pocatello, Idaho. On the lower deck you will find the Riverside
Hotel. (Fun Fact: My Great Grandfather William Richard Godfrey, opened the Riverside Hotel in
1914 and when the Spanish Flue pandemic hit the nation, he ensconced my grandmother in one of
the rooms where she stayed until it became safe to once again join the general public.)
We have a Helix on the central peninsula that takes the trains from the upper deck to the lower
deck, and a ramp that traverses the perimeter of the room to return to the upper deck from the lower
deck. We are approximately 75% of the scenery competed, Major industries include a UTOCO oil
refinery with accompanying delivery points, Anmar Industries Blackstone coal mine that services,
the Power Plant, and coal distributor, a couple of cattle pens that feed the Spencer Farms Slaughter
House, and the Wasatch Brewery.

Rules: There is no handicap access. There is no smoking inside. There is a bathroom available.
Children need to be well behaved and supervised. The layout can handle around 4 to 5 visitors at a
time, with a waiting area for additional people. Questions are welcome. Please feel free to take
pictures.

Kevin Anderson’s
Silver Mountain Subdivision of the Utah Railway
Location: 933 Stonehenge Dr, North Salt Lake
Contact: Kevin Anderson phone: 801-842-7471

Description: This is an 10’ X 17’ HO scale layout with narrow aisles. The Dorado & Silver Mountain
Railway was on its last leg in the 1930’s. Only two industries were left, Paiute Mining Co and a small
manufacturer of goods with an occasional stock train. Most of the motive power had been
mothballed waiting for scrapping. The Utah saw an opportunity and took it purchasing the D&SM
becoming the Silver Mountain Subdivision for the Utah Railway. Under the guidance of the UTAH
the railroad flourished and grew.

The Silver Mountain sub is a Proto Freelanced railroad. Located in southeastern UT and
Southwestern CO it connects to the outside world by both the ATSF and D&RGW. Industries found
are coal, mining, agriculture, logging, and manufacturing. The townspeople of Dorado even found a
way to save some of the old D&SM motive power from the scrapper by opening a museum.
Passenger trains are also still found traveling from Albuquerque NM to Provo UT. Being an old
branch line away from the major UT coal fields one will find older generation of power being used.
This layout is scheduled for dismantling in the next year or so as more real estate has become
available and will be double the current size and will give opportunity to run large steam
locomotives.

Rules: There is no handicap access. Entry is through the front door and down a flight of stairs.
There is no smoking inside. There is a bathroom available. Children need to be well behaved and
supervised. The layout can handle around 4 to 5 visitors at time. Questions are welcome. Please
feel free to take pictures.

Warren Johnson’s
Union Pacific and Utah Railway
Location: 582 E 1200 N, Bountiful
Contact: Warren Johnson phone: 801-292-2033

Description: This HO layout is 11’ X 32’. I worked for 34 years in the Salt Lake diesel shop. I model
1965 to 1999, with a little stretching on each end. I have a folded dogbone track plan. I am a railfan
and like to watch trains run.

Rules: There is no handicap access. Access is by an outside stairway. There is no smoking inside.
There is a bathroom available. Children need to be well behaved and supervised. Parking is
available on the street. Questions are welcome. Please feel free to take pictures.

Blaine Holbrook’s
Utah, Colorado and Nevada Western
Location: 500 E Pages Ln, Centerville
Contact: Blaine Holbrook phone: 801-580-1459

Description: This 25’ X 35’ layout is a work in progress. It has HO, HOn3 and HOn30 track. The
main lines are complete with the industrial areas being installed. Building kits are in place around the
layout to help you to envision what it might look like when complete. The layout depicts the mines
and logging areas of the intermountain west bring their products by rail to the mainlines and onward
to the nation. This is an excellent chance to see the structure and “how it is built” before the layout is
covered in scenery.

Rules: There is no handicap access. Access is through the garage and up a stairway. There is no
smoking inside. There is a bathroom available. Children need to be well behaved and supervised.
Parking is available on the street. Questions are welcome. Please feel free to take pictures.
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Achievement Program

When we were in Colorado this last weekend it was fun to be able to
attend another division’s NMRA meeting. They were very similar to
ours with doing introductions, show and tell and a clinic. It was fun
that they had a hands-on clinic for painting people. I mentioned last
month that not everything you do or learn will get you credit for an AP
Certificate. Little people on your layout will literally not give you any
points towards anything to do with the AP. Except…. if you use them
as a basis for a clinic! Did you know that giving clinics can get you
volunteer points and/or author points depending on how and what
you do? The techniques and skills learned to paint the people could translate to better cars,
locomotives and structures and those you get points for. I have a lot of passenger cars that need
people and I have plans for them. It surely will enhance my trains running around the layout. So not
everything we do will be for the AP but the goal of the AP is the same: to enhance your model
railroad by increasing your skills to be able to enjoy your model railroad.

As I’ve said before, you are doing the work anyway so why not get an added bit of feedback and
earn an award or certificate for your efforts? A lot of feedback can be had to help you become a
better modeler. For me I really enjoy making a scene come alive. I do that by increasing my skill and
adding extra details.

What is it you want to do on your model railroad? Maybe you can get AP credit for it and maybe you
can’t. If you are wondering, ask and we can find out. It might just help with skills for that next project
and that’s OK. Keep at it. There is no time limit on finishing any part of the AP. Even I am still
working on parts of it that I haven’t gotten to yet. I’m having fun and you can too and we can enjoy
the journey together!

Jim Wanlass, MMR #585
AP Chairman
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
jamestowntrains@gmail.com
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Member Spotlight

Member Spotlight : Neil Schwerdt
By Lowel Didas
Membership Chair

I got interested in trains because of my grandma. She always
had a train around her Christmas tree. There was also a village,
people, and even an ice skating rink. I loved it! Unfortunately,
when my handicapped step-brother moved in he totally
destroyed everything I had!

My Dad also had an old Lionel 3-rail train set. I moved to Utah
in 1982 and it was here that I met Todd Walton. Todd and I
chased trains in Helper, Price, Tehachapi, Ogden, and
everywhere else. He persuaded me to join the Trackers Train
Club. I enjoy the Woodworking and building my layout. My Dad
taught shop classes at a High School in California and I learned
many of the skills that I use in model railroading from him. I
originally was modeling Western Pacific but, changed over to the Montana Rail Link a few years
ago. I get inspiration from train magazines as well as the community members. This is such a great
hobby!
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Division News Items

GET ONE BEFORE THEY'RE GONE!
We have a few unspoken for HO Scale 40' Bamberger Wood side boxcars from Accurail. You can
have one of your very own limited edition
boxcars for $45.00. If you buy more than
one you will pay only $40.00 for each car.
For those buying more than one, you will
get a decal sheet that allows you to
renumber the cars.

Drop a note to Geoff Carter
at gkc450219@gmail.com and he will bring
them to the next Norther Utah Division
Event. Credit card is preferred, but we will
take cash (exact change only).

This will be the last run of these local
railroad gems!

25th Annual Evanston Roundhouse Festival
Historic Roundhouse & Railyards
1440 Main Street
Evanston, Wyoming
August 4, 2023 4PM to 8PM
August 5, 2023 9AM to 6PM
August 6, 2023 10AM - 2:30PM
https://www.hostlers.info/

43rd National Narrow Gauge Convention
Crown Plaza Denver Airport Convention Center
15500 East 40th Avenue
Denver, Colorado
August 30-September 2, 2023
https://www.43nngcdenver.com/

Intermountain Train Expo 2023
Davis Conference Center
1651 N 700 W
Layton, Utah
November 3rd & 4th, 2023
Fri, 3 Nov: 3:00pm to 9:00pm
Sat, 4 Nov: 9:00am to 5:00pm
http://intermountaintrainexpo.com/

Rocky Mountain Region Convention
Rails Along the Rio Grande 2023
Albuquerque, NM
November 10-12, 2023
2023 Rocky Mountain Region Convention Link
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Stadler Open House

Photo Report from Stadler Rail Open House and Train Show
With 7,000 square feet they were able to include Wasatch N-Scale, OT&W N-Scale and HO-Scale
layouts, NUT-LUG LEGO display, Pizza Box displays and more. Unfortunately the rail car
construction area was under a photography ban.
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Colorado Model Railroad Museum

Four members of the Northern Utah Division had the opportunity to go to the Colorado Model
Railroad Museum in Greeley, CO to participate as volunteer operators on the museum's amazing
layout. Phil Brueck, Larry Carter, Mike Lambert, and Jim Wanlass, are all members of the Ophir,
Tintic and Western Model Railroad club in Orem. The trip was organized by Mike Lambert, who
served as a volunteer operator at the museum for two years before moving to Utah in 2021

The museum layout was under dispatcher control and an operating signal system the two days the
OT&W crew were there. It takes on average 1 1/2 hours to do a single run on the layout. Jim and
Larry went through the Museum's full two-day operator training program, which qualified them to
come back at any time and run the museum's trains. Phil operated one day under the museum's
Ambassador program, where he was able to drive a museum train under the direct supervision of
one of the museum's qualified operators, and Mike, after a short supervised recertification run, was
able to run a museum train on his own that afternoon. 

Larry and Jim also attended the local NMRA Division meeting held at the museum after it closed to
the public and there were several other out of town “regulars” as well. They learned some figure
painting tips and techniques with some hands-on experience painting a few figures.

All thought it was an incredible experience, and hope to be able to go back and do it again sooner
rather than later!
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Region Polo Shirts

Rocky Mountain Region Polo Shirts
are now available!

You can order your very own polo shirt at this link: Daylight Sales

You can choose Cool Grey or Royal colors.
NMRA members can save 10% using the code: nmrax20

Besides clicking on the link you can just go to Daylight Sales.net, scroll down on the left to NMRA
then on the second page is the Rocky Mountain Region NMRA shirt.

It has the new logo designed by our own Rick Luther!
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2023 RMR Annual Convention

2023 RMR Annual Convention

RAILS ALONG THE RIO GRANDE

November 10-12, 2023
Albuquerque, New Mexico

For full registration info click here

Convention Hotel
Marriott Pyramid North, Albuquerque, NM
Convention Room Rate $131/Single

Full Convention Registration:
Primary $70 early / $75 normal / $80 late
Household Family Member $45
Non-NMRA Primary Registrant Additional Fee: $20
includes Saturday & Sunday breakfast buffets
includes Friday & Saturday evening refreshments

1 Day Convention Registration
Primary $50 early / $55 normal / $60 late
Household Family Member $30
Non-NMRA Primary Registrant Additional Fee: $20
includes one breakfast buffet
includes one evening refreshments

The Rocky Mountain Region Convention Experience

For those of you new to our Regional Convention, let me say that we have kept it as low priced as
possible, with a minimum of fanfare. The purpose of all our conventions is for our members to get
out and take a mini vacation, meet with some of their Division friends and meet others from our
other Divisions far and wide. We often form up in small groups to carpool to layouts, meals, and
outside activities. This is really what the convention is for, besides the usual train activities. We are
seeing more members bring their significant other/household family member, so we have provided
discount pricing for them as well. The experience is for you to get to know your fellow model
railroaders, their family, and have a lot of fun.
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NMRA National Convention

The National Model Railroad Association is pleased to announce that registration for the next
national Convention, the 2023 Texas Express, is now OPEN! The saying, "Everything is bigger and
better in Texas" is the bestway to describe what waits attendees in Grapevine, Texas, as this
Convention promises to be one for the history books!

Visit the website for more information.

2023 Texas Express NMRA National Convention
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Newsletter Archive

Catch up on all the past issues of the Division Newsletter the
"Promontory Post" on the division website. There is a multitude of
information about our past clinics, photos from layout tours,
conventions, train shows, links to interesting information and the
chance to get to know our fellow members. Just click the button
below and learn more!
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NMRA Membership Renewal

Just a reminder for everyone to check their expiration date on membership NMRA
cards. Please don't let them lapse! You should receive a membership renewal form
in the mail months before your expiration. If you can't find it or didn't get it, you can
always go on-line and renew there. Below is the link to NMRA website page.

https://nmra.org/membership-application-and-renewal

Also check NMRA home page for membership discounts through the NMRA Partnership Program.
You can get discounts at over 30 vendors including Micro-Mart, Green Frog Productions, MinuteMan
Scale Models, Motrak Models, MRC (Model Rectifier Corporation) and many others. The discounts
could add up to what a years membership costs!

https://nmra.org/partnerships
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The Club Car

The Northern Utah Division is home to many outstanding modeling clubs, in every scale from Z to Live Steam. You are sure to find at least one of
them that will meet your needs, so drop them a line and join the fun!

Contact information is the most recent we have on file. If you have a railroad modeling club in the state of Utah, we would be happy to include
your information here. Just send us the name of your club, the scales you support in your club, and how prospective members may contact your
club.

Color Country Model Railroad Club – This multi-scale club is located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah. Contact Dave Merrill by
email at: professordavemerrill@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://colorcountrytrains.org/sud/

Color Country T-Trak Club - This N Scale club, located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah,  uses the T-Trak modular system.
Contact the club by email at: ColorCountryTTrak@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://www.ccttc.info

Golden Spike American Flyer Train Club – This S scale club meets the third Friday of each month at various club member homes. Their
newsletter contains the time and place. Call Jim Buckley by phone at: (801) 252-1921 or by email at: jamesbuckley7@comcast.com. Visit their
website at http://www.gsaftc.com/about.htm 

Golden Spike Train Club of Utah – This HO 100% NMRA club meets the second Saturday of each Month 10:00am - 11:00am (summer)
12:00pm - 4:00pm (remainder of year), at the 132 S 800 W SLC UT in the Sugar Space Arts. Contact Jon Thomas, Treasurer at
Thomas.JT@Yahoo.com for more information. Out of the area memberships are available. Visit their website
at http://www.goldenspiketrainclubutah.org/home.html

Great Basin Lego Train Club – Adult fans of LEGO. Meeting times and club info is posted on their website. Contact Reed Cowan by email at:
gbltc@aol.com. Visit their website at http://greatbasinltc.utahlug.org/ 

HOn3 Club of Northern Utah – Specializing in local narrow gauge railroads in HOn3, this group meets informally and has a layout in Grantsville.
Contact Fred Voelcker by email at: fred.voelcker@gmail.com

Hostlers Model Railroad Club – This Multi-scale club, including live steam, meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month at Ogden’s historic Union
Station. Contact Mike Murphy by USPS mail at: 752 W 4375 South, Riverdale, UT 84405 or by phone at: (801) 394-4952. Visit their website
at http://hostlers.org 

Midvale Model Railroad Club - The Midvale Model Railroad Club (formerly know as E Mo) is a free model railroad club meeting at the Midvale
Museum on the 2nd Saturday of the month from 12 noon to 2:00 pm. We are building HO, HOm and HOe modules and set up on and off in the
Midvale Museum. We are located at 350 west Park Street off of Jefferson Street from Center Street in Midvale Utah. Contact Marty
@ https://www.facebook.com/EmoUtah

O Scale Guys – An O and On3 scale club. Contact Steve Strebel by phone at: (801) 973-0367. 

Ophir, Tintic and Western – This club models in HO and N and meets at the SCERA Theater Boardroom (745 South State Street, Orem) at 7:00
pm on the 3rd Thursday of every month. For more information contact Club Communication specialist Mike Nelson by email at:
i_m_loco@hotmail.com or 801-368-9132. Visit their website at http://www.otwtrainclub.com/ 

Railway & Locomotive Historical Society (Golden Spike Chapter) – An historically oriented group of researchers and preservationists, the
Golden Spike chapter of the R&LHS meets every second Tuesday at noon at Two Bit Street Cafe on 25th Street in Ogden and is presently in the
midst of the restoration of the D&RGW #223. Visit their website at http://www.save223.org

South Weber Model Railroad Club – This 1-1/2″ club runs trains every 3rd Saturday & Sunday at South Weber Canyon Meadows Park. I-84 exit
#85, two blocks south, two blocks east. Visit their website at http://southweberrr.webs.com/

Utah Free-MO – A travelling HO Modular group conforming to the Free-MO standard. Contact Mike Nelson by email at: i_m_loco@hotmail.com

Utah Free-moN – We subscribe to the N scale Free Mo standards. You can find us on Facebook at Utah Free-moN. 

Utah Garden Railway Society – A “G scale” group dedicated to the art of Garden Railways. Contact Lynn Stringham, President (UGRS) by
USPS mail at: 4464 S 4100 West, West Haven, UT 84401

Utah Large Scale Society – A G scale group that meets in various member’s homes. Contact Stan White by phone at: (801) 546-4085 or by
USPS mail at: 920 N 1550 East, Layton, UT 84040

Utah Live Steamers – Our railroad is at Shay Park, 400 West Aspen Hills Blvd, Saratoga Springs, UT which encompasses 12 acres. The key
feature is the abandoned railroad grade of the Salt Lake & Western Railroad. Our track gauge is 7.5" and we have a new, beautiful 1.6" scale
locomotive to pull twice as many cars as before. Rides are 1st and 3rd Saturday of the Summer months. Contact Mike at
utahlivesteamers@gmail.com or watch Facebook for event listings. https://www.facebook.com/cmry260/

Utah Train Collectors Association – Primarily 3-rail O gauge, though other scales are represented. Promotes model railroading in Northern
Utah. Meets the last Thursday of each month. Contact Kent Silver (Club President) by email at: webmaster@utahtca.com. Visit their website
at http://utahtca.com/default.htm 

Wasatch N Scale Model Railroad Club - For contact info visit their website at wasatchnscale.org
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Division Officers and Volunteers

Northern Utah Division Officers
Superintendent: Jim Wanlass

Assistant Superintendent:   Blaine Holbrook
Treasurer: Neil Mahoney
Board of Director: Kevin Anderson
Board of Director: Mike Dean
Board of Director: Michael Harris
Board of Director: George Bell
  

Committee Positions
Advertising/Marketing: Vacant
Show Chairman: Geoff Carter
Achievement Program: Jim Wanlass
Clinic Coordinator: Charlie Treft
Layout Tours: Bob Connolly
Division Librarian: Robert Arnesen
Secretary: Carolyn Chase
Newsletter Editor: Rick Luther
Membership Chair Person: Paul Dishman
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Come Join us for Fun, Learning and Fellowship

Utah's center for model railroading excellence!
Join us every third Saturday at the

Redwood Recreation Center
3060 Lester Street

West Valley City, UT 84119
from 10:00 AM to Noon
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Northern Utah Division of NMRA | Redwood Recreation Center 3060 Lester Street | West Valley
City, UT 84119
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