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Meeting Update

 

The April Monthly Event will held at the
Redwood Recreation Center!

Saturday April 16th, 2022 : 10:00 AM - Noon
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Learn Something New

You can always find links to our previous recorded live video clinics on our website.
Click the link below to go directly to the website.

https://www.northernutahnmra.org/monthly-events/past-clinics/

Presentation

Weathering
Presented by Dave Sealy

Learn the ins and outs about weathering techniques for your layout.

Presentation

Scratch-building Rolling Stock
Presented by Scott Perry

Learn the tips and techniques for scratch building rolling stock for you layout.

Special Event

Outdoor Event TBA
Presented by Northern Utah division

Watch this space for more details

Presentation

The Basics of Soldering
Presented by Blaine Holbrook

Demonstration of three different types of soldering and techniques.

Presentation

Painting and Plastering
Presented by Bill Johnson

Clinic description coming soon

Presentation

The Great Basin Railroad
Presented by Trever Stevens

Clinic description coming soon

Presentation

Layout Control
Presented by Mike Dean

Clinic description coming soon

Presentation

TBA
Presented by TBA

Clinic description coming soon

Presentation

Photographing your Layout!
Presented by Cindy Lund

This is a two-part presentation. The first part is a photo contest. Send your photos and
tips/techniques by 3/14 to cindy.nud.nmra@gmail.com. Be sure to include the following: Layout

information including period, line, scale, scene. Etc. The layout owner (if different from the photographer). Photographer.
Type of camera and effects used. 

At the meeting, we will have a PowerPoint with all submissions. There will be voting and prizes! Then we'll have a brief
demonstration utilizing some of the tips and techniques - let Cindy know if you would like to present. 

We hope you get creative and try out various photography techniques. The goal is to have a lively presentation and
discussion. There are so many fabulous layouts in our division, and this is the perfect opportunity to highlight them.

Presentation

Making Old Trains Run Like New
Presented by Geoff Carter

Did you inherit some old rolling stock and engines from a friend or family? Geoff Carter will give
us some tips and tricks to get those old trains running like new.

As the Clinic Coordinator I look at what this requires and realize we all can contribute to our
clinics. I started with a sheet of plywood with my father back when I was a child and since then
have done so much, especially in the last few years. We all have skills and experiences that we
can share. Being retired from the Education profession also has shown me that what I have
done in the past can help someone else looking for an answer. I will call upon all of you to share
what you have learned, because we all have a love of trains.

Charlie Treft
cptreft@yahoo.com
801-543-0186
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Thoughts from the Superintendent

There’s so much more to this hobby than just “building trains in your
basement!” There’s nothing wrong with being a “lone wolf” modeler.
In fact you can often get a lot done when not gabbing with friends.
Sometimes though I find myself with analysis paralysis when working
alone and having a buddy or others around can pull you out of it!

The OT&W is a multi-scale club but for a while it has been mostly N
scale. We are getting more HO modules built as can be seen in this
month’s selfie. For the rest of the week both the N and HO modules
will be set up at University Place (the mall in Orem) 5-9 pm through
Friday and 10 am - 9 pm Saturday in a space at the opposite end of
the mall from last year.

Participating and visiting setups other than just the monthly Division events can help build friendships in this hobby and
make it more rewarding so that we can enjoy the journey together!

Jim Wanlass, MMR #585
Superintendent
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
jamestowntrains@gmail.com
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What Happened Last Month

The Cypress Route: SCL's Columbia Sub in HO Scale
By Mark Reviea

Almost every modeler has a dream layout. The Cypress Route is mine.

During my childhood while living in Savannah, GA., I developed a deep love for the Seaboard Coast Line—especially
when running through thick stands of Slash pines and muddy Cypress-filled swamps.

If I was ever to build a model railroad, it would need to produce such a strong reminder of those memories that I was
instantly transported back to that time and place. For me, anything else would be just a toy.

During the last year, I've also been participating in the Division's Construction Crew. Alternating each week, we work on
the layouts of other crew members helping with whatever needs to be done. It's also a great way to learn some elite
modeling skills.

In between sessions, I've been preparing my own train room so that I can now add my layout to the rotation.

Topics covered included: the personal relevance of my layout, a brief SCL history, features of the Columbia Sub,
features of the Cypress Route, detailed CAD diagrams of the multi-level layout design with Helix, a preview of my train
room, the layout work lineup, and my personal objectives for the final result.

You can view past clinic information at the link below

https://www.northernutahnmra.org/monthly-events/past-clinics/
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Achievement Program

Did you know giving a presentation or a clinic helps you on your path toward MMR? The
term Master Model Railroader is a little misleading because you don’t actually have to
become a Master at any one thing. Instead, the program really is designed to expose you
to a lot of different ideas and ways to do things. Some of which you may not have
thought about wanting to try. One of those areas is service to the hobby, in other words,
giving back. (Depending on the situation a live clinic counts towards Model Railroad
Author or Association Volunteer.)

Last month Mark gave a presentation about his future layout–something he had already
made to help the construction crew he’s working with to get a good idea for his goals he
wants to accomplish. I’m glad he was able to share it because I wanted to know what he was working on and it gave me
some ideas for my own layout.

Kevin has given a number of presentations because he is actively working toward his MMR. Compared to Mark who isn't
as active as Kevin but wants to in the future, both count because there is no time frame for completing requirements.
Most of the presentations Kevin has given are things he’s already done or familiar with. There have been others who
have given presentations because they wanted to know more about a subject and therefore had to research the topic
and were able to turn what they learned into a presentation. You don’t have to be an expert on a topic to present what
you have learned. I like seeing presentations that I already know something about to see if they give new or different
info to help me be more efficient.

Let me or Charlie know if you are interested in presenting a topic. We are always wanting to get more people involved.
The only requirement is that it is at least 30 minutes long and must include a handout. It is a great way to get involved
with the Division. Don’t feel intimidated, we are here to learn from each other and that’s the best way that we can enjoy
the journey together!

 

Jim Wanlass, MMR #585
AP Chairman
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
jamestowntrains@gmail.com
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Scratchbuilding Tips

The Benefit of Building Mockups
Text and Photos By Scott Perry

I’ve been scratchbuilding structures for about 30 years now and one lesson that I’ve learned I’d like to share with you.
This lesson is the benefit of investing some time to build a mockup of the structure before you build. A mockup is a scale
three-dimensional sketch of a structure constructed of cardboard, foamboard, or card stock (properly called chipboard)
to give you the feel of the size and shape as it will appear on the layout. It will help you validate your drawings and
assembly techniques. Essentially it assures you that what you are going to build is really going to look like what you
want to model.

Currently I’m working on my new layout based on the modern day prototype Fulton County Railway in n-scale. This
scale is very short of modern industrial structures, so I’ve decided to scratchbuild all the building on the layout. I haven’t
built in n-scale in 20 years so the change from On30 to N is huge for me and this building will get me back into the swing
of things.

I’ve decided my first structure will be the Fulton County Railway office and workshop. This is the prominent structure in
the FCR yard area. It is a modern metal sided structure, very small at 100 feet long and only 13 feet high. The prototype
is in good shape today except for the faded paint on the metal siding.  The building is mostly a rectangle with two small
entryways on either side. The building is all metal siding and roofing. Actually, the only difficult part of the project is that
all the doors and windows are very modern and may have to be custom made.

Without trespassing I was able to see the structure with my own eyes, but I didn’t take any
photos. I did get photos off Google Earth (Fig. 01) which allowed me to measure the
building and get all the dimensions that I needed. Using 3rd Plan It CAD software I drew all
the sides of the structure. The building was copied and placed on my layout drawing in
scale, and it looks like a very good fit without any selective compression needed. The next
step is to make a mockup before I start the construction.

I printed scale 1:160 prints of the drawings with the text and
measurement layers. The first thing you need to do is to take a scale
rule and make sure the prints are the size you expected them to be
(Fig. 02). If the measurements check with the drawings, I then turn
off the CAD text and measurement layers and just print the structure
lines (Fig. 03). I cut these out of the paper a bit larger than the
drawings (Fig. 04). Using chipboard from a pita chips snack box (Fig.
05), and each panel of the box was cut out and laid flat on the
workbench. Cereal boxes are great for this! I glued the cut outs to
the board using full strength Elmer’s Glue (Fig. 06). A wallpaper

seam roller (Fig. 07) works great to push the drawings into the glue and get a very flat surface. These pieces were left to
dry overnight.

Fig.03 Print a Structure Only Drawing Fig.04 Cut Out Drawing Slightly Wider
Than The Structure

Fig.05 Get Chipboard From a
Snack or Cereal Box

Fig.06 Glue the Drawing to the Board
with Glue

Fig.07 Wallpaper Seam Roller
to Adhere Drawing

The next day I installed a new blade into the hobby knife and carefully cut out the drawing/chipboard sandwich (Fig. 08).
I use a steel straight edge and take my time to make sure the cuts are very precise.  To get a feel for how the color of
the building will look I stole my daughter’s colored pencils and colored the components using the color instructions I put
on the drawings.  The pieces curled a bit, probably from the glue so I laid them under my cutting mat and put heavy
objects on it to flatten it out (Fig. 09). Normally I would use Scotch Spray Adhesive which doesn’t cause warping.

Fig.08 Cut Out Pieces with a Sharp Hobby Knife
and Steel Straight Edge

Fig.09 If Pieces Curl Put Them Under a Mat
or Glass and Add Weight to Flatten

The pieces are turned face down and placed in order of assembly. Using masking tape I put tape across the pieces to
put them together (Fig. 10). All the walls are assembled into a rectangle, then I added the roof on top. The small entry
ways were assembled next and taped to the building (Fig. 11).  Take your time when assembling and make notes
because you can build something incorrectly and you need to remember not to do it again on the finished model. Here in
the photo (Fig. 12) you can see where I put the ”wings” of the entryway on backwards!  No wonder it didn’t fit the
building (Fig. 13). In the total span of about an hours’ time I have a scale mockup of the office building (Fig. 14)!

Fig.10 Tape the Pieces
Together to Assemble

Fig.11 Take Time To Make Sure You
Assemble It the Right Way!

Fig.12 Place Pieces on Masking
Tape Then Fold Into Shape

Fig.13 See My Mistake Fig.14 Fully Assembled Mock Up

The 100-foot-long building is about 7.5 inches long (Fig. 15), a bit longer than I thought, and a bit shorter than I thought
as well.  Details like the small awnings will need a better way to be placed precisely (Fig. 16) so I made a note of that on
the drawing. Either way I don’t see the need to make changes to the structure and think it will look good on the layout.

Fig.15 Not Perfect and
Not Supposed to Be

Fig.16 Test Fit Details and
Overall Look

Here is what I learned from the project:

The structure looks good in full size and doesn’t require selective compression.
I built the entry way incorrectly and need to pay more attention when building the final structure.
The assembly of the entry ways will be the most difficult part of construction and I need to do detail drawing of the
parts for precision assembly.
The roof is going to need under-roof supports, so I need to draw them.
The sides may tend to bow in, so I need to draw a base for the building to be constructed on.
The one-foot overhang on the roof may be hard to keep in place during assembly and I may want to make it
slightly longer.
I forgot to draw in any building lighting that is on the prototype.
The building will cost very little and I’m able to estimate what I need to purchase in sheet styrene from what
chipboard I used.
Awnings need a better way to be installed to keep them at the right angle of slope.

While it took a little over an hour to make the mockup (Fig. 17), the learnings that I got from the activity will save me a lot
of time and material cost when building the final model. I’m sure I would have screwed up the entryways and would have
had to build them all over again! If you build it well enough, you may want to put it on the layout as a temporary
placeholder until you get around to building it. The total cost of the project was probably a buck or two. Give it a try on
your next project!

Fig.17 Place on Layout

Notes:17 photos Copyright 2022 by Scott Perry, extended to the NMRA for free use in their media publications.
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Rocky Mountain Region Convention

2022 Rocky Mountain
Region Convention

Chair - Gary Myers

 Cheyenne, Wyoming 13-15 May 2022
The 2022 Rocky Mountain Region Convention will be held in conjunction with Cheyenne Railroad Heritage Days which
is hosted by the Sherman Hill Model Railroad Club Train Show.

ACTIVITIES

Sherman Hill Train Show – Archer Event Center

Region Clinics

Friday & Saturday evenings - Best Western Frontier Inn Conference Center
Saturday & Sunday daytimes - Archer Event Center

Region Model Contest
Friday, Saturday, Sunday – Archer Event Center

Registration Fees
NMRA Member Primary Registration: $30 (includes Sherman Hill Train Show admission)
NMRA Member Primary Registration for Train Show vendors/participants: $10
NMRA Member Family (18 and up): $10
NMRA Member Family (under 18): Free
Non-NMRA Registration additional: $20
Make out checks to: Rocky Mountain Region
Mail to: Denny Krausman, 9609 Silver Hill Circle, Lone Tree, CO 80124-5420

OTHER NON-CONVENTION ACTIVITIES

Union Pacific Historical Society’s 2022 Annual Convention
Separate Registration Required
May 11-14, at the Red Lion Hotel

Cheyenne Depot Days / Museum
Separate Admission
Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday  9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Sunday 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
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Division News Items

 New Division Shirts
New division Polo Shirts are being ordered. For the guys it is the Port
Authority Pique Knit Sport Shirt with Pocket (Style K420P) in Royal Blue. For
the gals it is the same style and color shirt in a women’s cut without a pocket
(Style: L420). Both will have the Northern Utah Division, NMRA logo
embroidered on the left breast. We will be charging only $10.00 for the first
shirt and if you want any additional shirts you can pay full price ($35.00) for
current NMRA members.

Features: 7-ounce, 100% ring spun combed cotton; garment washed to
enhance softness; double-needle stitching; welt collar and cuffs; locker patch;
horn-tone buttons; side vents. Men’s sizes range from X Small to 6XL;

women’s sizes range from X Small to 4XL.

To reserve your division shirt, you need to send an email to Geoff Carter at: gkc450219@gmail.com with the size(s) and
quantities you want. The order will go in on or before April 22nd. Pay when shirts are delivered.

Pizza Box Clinic at MRS Hobbies

It's an exciting day here at M R S. We have our friends from the NMRA are here doing their
Pizza Box Model Railroad Club for those of you not in the know, these fantastic people teach
others how to make an N Scale train layout on a 3x3 board.

Fre-moN Wendover Event

A conglomeration of Utah Free-moN, Mojave Free-moN, and Nland Pacific Free-moN set up at the Historic Wendover
Airbase Museum in Wendover UT. You can go to the Utah Fre-moN Facebook page for more photos:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1961244467535801

You can also visit our friend Dale at "Toy Man Television" to see more!
https://youtu.be/KJ5jOFMIgkg

Union Pacific Historical Society Convention
May 11-14
Red Lion Hotel
204 West Fox Farm Road
Cheyenne, WY
uphsoffice@uphs.org

Sherman Hill Train Show
May 14-15
Event Center – Archer
(I80 E, EXIT 370)
3801 Archer Parkway,
Cheyenne, WY
Adults $10.00
Children 12 & under FREE
shermanhillrails.org

The Bristlecone Bricks and Train Show
Nevada Northern Railway Museum - Freight Barn
1100 Ave A, Ely, Nevada
June 10, 4:00pm - 8:00pm
June 11, 10:00am - 7:00pm
www.facebook.com/bristleconebricks/
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NMRA National Convention News

SAVE THE DATE!

2022 NMRA National Convention and National Train Show
WHEN: Sunday, August 7, 2022 thru Monday, August 15, 2022

WHERE: St. Louis, MO

The 2022 Convention Committee from host Gateway Division NMRA is hard at work planning a great experience for
everyone! Check out their website for more details!

https://www.eventsquid.com/event.cfm?preview&event_id=13724
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Newsletter Archive

Catch up on all the past issues of the Division Newsletter the "Promontory Post" on the
division website. There is a multitude of information about our past clinics, photos from
layout tours, conventions, train shows, links to interesting information and the chance to
get to know our fellow members. Just click the button below and learn more!
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NMRA Membership Renewal

Just a reminder for everyone to check their expiration date on membership NMRA cards. Please don't
let them lapse! You should receive a membership renewal form in the mail months before your
expiration. If you can't find it or didn't get it, you can always go on-line and renew there. Below is the
link to NMRA website page.

https://nmra.org/membership-application-and-renewal

Also check NMRA home page for membership discounts through the NMRA Partnership Program. You can get
discounts at over 30 vendors including Micro-Mart, Green Frog Productions, MinuteMan Scale Models, Motrak Models,
MRC (Model Rectifier Corporation) and many others. The discounts could add up to what a years membership costs!

https://nmra.org/partnerships
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The Club Car

The Northern Utah Division is home to many outstanding modeling clubs, in every scale from Z to Live Steam. You are sure to find at least one of them that will meet your
needs, so drop them a line and join the fun!

Contact information is the most recent we have on file. If you have a railroad modeling club in the state of Utah, we would be happy to include your information here. Just send
us the name of your club, the scales you support in your club, and how prospective members may contact your club.

Color Country Model Railroad Club – This multi-scale club is located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah. Contact Dave Merrill by email at:
professordavemerrill@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://colorcountrytrains.org/sud/

Color Country T-Trak Club - This N Scale club, located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah,  uses the T-Trak modular system. Contact the club by email
at: ColorCountryTTrak@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://www.ccttc.info

Golden Spike American Flyer Train Club – This S scale club meets the third Friday of each month at various club member homes. Their newsletter contains the time and
place. Call Jim Buckley by phone at: (801) 252-1921 or by email at: jamesbuckley7@comcast.com. Visit their website at http://www.gsaftc.com/about.htm 

Golden Spike Train Club of Utah – This HO/HOn3 100% NMRA club meets Saturday Evenings from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, at the Old Children’s Museum of Utah ( 840 N 300
West, SLC ). Open Houses are held on the 2nd Saturday of the month from 12-4 pm. Contact Mark Forslund by phone at (801) 641-6586 for more information. Out of the area
memberships are available. Visit their website at www.goldenspiketrainclubutah.org 

Great Basin Lego Train Club – Adult fans of LEGO. Meeting times and club info is posted on their website. Contact Reed Cowan by email at: gbltc@aol.com. Visit their
website at http://greatbasinltc.utahlug.org/ 

HOn3 Club of Northern Utah – Specializing in local narrow gauge railroads in HOn3, this group meets informally and has a layout in Grantsville. Contact Fred Voelcker by
email at: fred.voelcker@gmail.com

Hostlers Model Railroad Club – This Multi-scale club, including live steam, meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month at Ogden’s historic Union Station. Contact Mike Murphy
by USPS mail at: 752 W 4375 South, Riverdale, UT 84405 or by phone at: (801) 394-4952. Visit their website at http://hostlers.org 

O Scale Guys – An O and On3 scale club. Contact Steve Strebel by phone at: (801) 973-0367. 

Ophir, Tintic and Western – This 100% NMRA club models in HO and N and meets at the SCERA Theater Boardroom (745 South State Street, Orem) at 7:00 pm on the 3rd
Thursday of every month. Contact Larry Carter by email at larry_carter@msn.com or by phone at (801) 446-8161 Visit their website at http://www.otwtrainclub.com/ 

Railway & Locomotive Historical Society (Golden Spike Chapter) – An historically oriented group of researchers and preservationists, the Golden Spike chapter of the
R&LHS meets every second Tuesday at noon at Two Bit Street Cafe on 25th Street in Ogden and is presently in the midst of the restoration of the D&RGW #223. Visit their
website at http://www.save223.org

South Weber Model Railroad Club – This 1-1/2″ club runs trains every 3rd Saturday & Sunday at South Weber Canyon Meadows Park. I-84 exit #85, two blocks south, two
blocks east. Visit their website at http://southweberrr.webs.com/

Utah Free-MO – A travelling HO Modular group conforming to the Free-MO standard. Contact Mike Nelson by email at: i_m_loco@hotmail.com

Utah Free-moN – We subscribe to the N scale Free Mo standards. You can find us on Facebook at Utah Free-moN. 

Utah Garden Railway Society – A “G scale” group dedicated to the art of Garden Railways. Contact Lynn Stringham, President (UGRS) by USPS mail at: 4464 S 4100 West,
West Haven, UT 84401

Utah Large Scale Society – A G scale group that meets in various member’s homes. Contact Stan White by phone at: (801) 546-4085 or by USPS mail at: 920 N 1550 East,
Layton, UT 84040

Utah Live Steamers – Our railroad is at Shay Park, 400 West Aspen Hills Blvd, Saratoga Springs, UT which encompasses 12 acres. The key feature is the abandoned
railroad grade of the Salt Lake & Western Railroad. Our track gauge is 7.5" and we have a new, beautiful 1.6" scale locomotive to pull twice as many cars as before. Rides are
1st and 3rd Saturday of the Summer months. Contact Mike at utahlivesteamers@gmail.com or watch Facebook for event listings. https://www.facebook.com/cmry260/

Utah Train Collectors Association – Primarily 3-rail O gauge, though other scales are represented. Promotes model railroading in Northern Utah. Meets the last Thursday of
each month. Contact Kent Silver (Club President) by email at: webmaster@utahtca.com. Visit their website at http://utahtca.com/default.htm 

Wasatch N Scale Model Railroad Club - For contact info visit their website at wasatchnscale.org
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Division Officers and Volunteers

Northern Utah Division Officers
Superintendent: Jim Wanlass

Assistant Superintendent:    Blaine Holbrook
Treasurer: Neil Mahoney
Board of Director: Kevin Anderson
Board of Director: Mike Dean
Board of Director: Michael Harris
Board of Director: George Bell
   

Committee Positions
Advertising/Marketing: Vacant
Show Chairman: Geoff Carter
Achievement Program: Jim Wanlass
Clinic Coordinator: Charlie Treft
Layout Tours: Bob Gerald
Division Librarian: Robert Arnesen
Secretary: Carolyn Chase
Newsletter Editor: Rick Luther
Membership Chair Person: Cindy Lund
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Come Join us for Fun, Learning and Fellowship

Utah's center for model railroading excellence!
Join us every third Saturday at the

Redwood Recreation Center
3060 Lester Street

West Valley City, UT 84119
from 10:00 AM to Noon
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Northern Utah Division of NMRA
| Redwood Recreation Center 3060 Lester Street |
West Valley
City, UT 84119
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