
Decals 101



What is needed
1. Computer with a printer

2. Microsoft office or its equivalent 

3. Decal paper

4. Clear Acrylic Spray

5 Micro-Set or Micro-Sol



Your biggest expense in all of this





Any Computer with the 
ability to connect with any 
device will do

Shown is a 2014 Hewlett-Packard Pavilion 17.5  inch





You can use any Printer

Ink-Jet

Or Laser-jet 

Shown is a Canon PIXMA MG 3022



A Word-processing Program

Microsoft Office with Word

Microsoft 360

Adobe Acrobat Reader 

Any Word-Processing Program will work



 You can Scour the net for what you want. 
(Remember that Most Railroad Logos are copy-
righted.)

 If you are good at drawing, you can make your 
own like graffiti. 

 You may need a Photoshop program to print 
your work with

 Here the sky is the limit!



Set up your word processor with;

1. Text

2. Font

3. Size

4. Then Test





Select your 
paper size



Select
your Font



Select 
Font size



Select your 
words to copy



To make two 
copies;
copy and paste 
on the page 



Feel free to cut out any 
sample logos for a “trial 
mockup” to make sure they 
will fit on your models and 
look good. you can always 

scale the sheet up or down a 
little if you need to make 
minor adjustments. Go ahead 
and do this with test sheets 
until you are satisfied



DECAL PAPER

Decal paper is sold for both 

Inkjet and Laser printers, and 

the two are NOT

interchangeable 



There are Two Types of Paper

There is clear

And there is White

Either one will do on what you want 
to achieve in the effect you want



Some examples from Amazon





From Hobby Lobby



From Walmart.com



I found that most Retailers Did
Not stock This type of Transfer Paper
all the time. You may want to check 
Internet retailers for what you want.

Insert your choices of 

Swear Words Here
Make sure you buy the paper for 
your Printer type! Make sure it says
Inkjet or LaserJet



Remember to 
do a test page 
with regular 
paper









Transfer to a Photo 
Shop Program



Remember to set the 
print here to Black 
and White!



Set the 
Printer 
for 
Photo







The ink needs to dry and moving it will 
smear and crack it





You need to seal the decals with a 
Clear Spray Acrylic

You want a spray gloss finish to 
fully seal the printer pigment to 
the decal paper so Don’t Use 
Matte Varnish. 



You can find all these at any Hard Goods 
Store Like Wal-Mart, Target, Lowes, Home 
Depot, Michael's', and Hobby Lobby



Place in an area to spray the Acrylic so as to 
not make a mess



Hold the Spray Can 6 to 12 inches above the 
Decal Paper



 Spray the entire upper surface of 
the sheet with several coats until 
there is a good coat of the sealant 
on there. Carefully move the sheet 
without touching its upper surface 
(it will be “limp and damp”) to a 
safe location and let it Fully Dry. 



Do this several times, allowing the first coat to 
dry
As with Car and Train weathering you want a 
fine coat that has no clumps and covers the 
whole project 
Do NOT use a Matte Varnish
Move the spray can back and forth to make an 
even clear set of your Decals

Now YOU WAIT! 



This is needed to set the sealer.



You can use it just like any other decal 
sheet you get with a model kit.



Clear Decal Paper – This paper is transparent, and 
only the pigment left by your printer will appear on 
your decals. As printers do not print White Ink, 
light colors are left as the transparent background. 
Most printer ink is very thin and translucent. While 
your colors will be accurate on a white or very light 
surface, they will not show up on a colored or dark 
background. Use this paper when your target model 
is very light colored or ideally white. It will also 
work for black only logos applied to a colored (but 
not dark) model. As the paper itself is transparent, 
you can cut out your decals “loosely” and apply 
them to your model. Any slight edges outside the 
logo are transparent. 



White Decal Paper – This paper is Opaque White. It 
will keep your colorful decals intact regardless of the 
surface color they are applied to. It is the ideal (and 
only choice) for dark colored models, or if you have 
complex and colorful decals that need to go onto a 
brightly colored surface. Because the paper itself is 
white, you can use strong white color on your models 
with this paper. The downside is that you will have to 
cut out your decals Exactly, as any excess edge you 
leave will show up as white on your model. 
Personally, I will cut them out as close as I can get to 
the logo, leaving a small edge. Then you can go back 
after the decal is fully dry on your model, and paint 
right up to the edge with your original surface color 
to tidy things up. This type of paper works best on 
regular-shaped logos that do not have complex 
edges.



 Make sure you have some very good cutting 
tools



A good Trimmer can save 
time and effort in making 
your Decals fit your model.





Micro Sol and Micro Set 
are a two step prep and 
finisher for placing Decals 
on Models



Testors Decal Set is my Preference 
as it is one product to use before 
and after you set your Decal on 
your model.



Clean with Soap and 
water the model you 
want to place the decal

Dry the area

Cover the area with 
a coat of sealer

Place the Decal in a bath of water for 1 to 5 seconds

Slide the decal onto the model and smooth it out 
and straiten to desired  position

Let Dry then put second coat or sealer onto Decal



 1. Use a Word or PDF Program

 2. Select Font and Font size

 3. Print on regular printer paper FIRST

 4. Cut the paper printout to see if you need to 
adjust the decal to fit

 5. Make those adjustments

 6. Print on chosen decal paper

 7. let sit on printer for 5 minutes or more



 8. Spray the Decals with a Gloss Sealer 

 (Do NOT use a Matt Finish!)

 9. Cut and trim the Decals to fit

 10. Clean the Model

 11. Use a Decal Set Solution

 12. Dip the Water Decal in a Bath of Water for 1 
to 5 Seconds

 13. Place the Decal on Model and while wet 
smooth and set on Model



 14. Let Dry

 15. Place a second coat or the second 
Application of Sealer on Decal

Now

Your

DONE!


