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Coronavirus Update

The October Monthly Event at the
Redwood Recreation center has been cancelled!

Current restrictions due to the Coronavirus pandemic have obviously disrupted our club activities,
including our regular meeting and clinics, as well as the Pizza Box program. We are setting up a
Zoom solution that will allow us to maintain meetings and clinics while we weather the current crisis.
We anticipate that even after the crisis is past and we resume regular physical meetings, we may
decide to maintain the on-line meeting infrastructure because that will allow us to record our
meetings. Members who cannot attend would then have the opportunity to view the recordings at a
later date.

This clinic will be broadcast on our NEW private Zoom channel. Please click the blue button below
on Saturday to view the clinic. Follow the on-line instructions if you have not attended a Zoom
meeting before.

Meeting ID: 818 0588 6547

Saturday, October 17, 2020 10:00 AM - 2 hours

Jim Wanlass, MMR
Superintendent, Northern Utah Division, NMRA

Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

Learn Something New

You can always find links to our previous recorded live video clinics on our website.
Click the link below to go directly to the website.

https://www.northernutahnmra.org/monthly-events/past-clinics/

As the Clinic Coordinator I look at what this requires and realize we all can
contribute to our clinics. I started with a sheet of plywood with my father back
when I was a child and since then have done so much, especially in the last
few years. We all have skills and experiences that we can share. Being
retired from the Education profession also has shown me that what I have
done in the past can help someone else looking for an answer. I will call upon
all of you to share what you have learned, because we all have a love of
trains.

Charlie Treft
cptreft@yahoo.com
801-543-0186

Live On-line Presentation

Tips for Photographing Your Models and Layout
Presented by Rick Luther

In today's world we carry a camera around with us every day. Learn some tips
on using your cell phone for photography.

Live On-line Presentation

Pizza Box Layouts for Anyone
Presented by Blaine Holbrook

Pizza Box layouts aren't just for kids. They are a great way for adults to start
in the hobby.

Live On-line Presentation

TBD
Presented by Geoff Carter

We can hardly wait to find out what our friend Geoff will be presenting!

Live On-line Presentation

3D Printing Tips and Techniques
Presented by Michael Harris

Learn about the art and science of 3D printing.
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Thoughts from the Superintendent

I know I’ve been talking a lot about the Free-mo
modules I’ve been working on but this picture shows a
couple of the reasons I’ve been working on it. First, I’ve
gotten to know a few more of the guys in our Division
and had fun sharing our love of trains. It was a long
weekend of fun–most of the time. The long hours of set-
up, clean-up and sometimes short tempers was worth it
for the second reason: getting to run trains. As was
pointed out, it’s fun to go to someone else’s house and
run trains but it’s great being able to run your own trains.
I’m lucky enough to have a small layout but, like others,
I have collected trains over the years that can’t run on
my own layout but will on a larger one. Any boy, this is a
larger one! :-) I ran some really long trains and even a couple short ones!

It was fun to be able to share with you the Free-mo layout live last month and hope you guys
enjoyed it. I’ve also enjoyed Rick posting more updates in our Facebook group, along with the
others who have already been posting. Not being able to meet as much in person I miss getting the
updates of what everyone is doing so I would love to see more of you with your updates. I know it
will still be awhile before we can meet in person so everyone try to keep updating each other so that
way we can enjoy the journey together!

Jim Wanlass, MMR #585
Superintendent
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
jamestowntrains@gmail.com
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What Happened Last Month

Live Free-Mo Layout Tour
Presented by Jim Wanlass

Jim Wanlass gave us a tour of the "by invitation only" Free-Mo modules set up in Evanston. This
event was organized by Mike Nelson and the Mountain States Free-Mo group. The beauty of this
format is one can work on their own modules at home and bring them together to set up a large
layout to be able to run long trains. They were able to rent the entire machine shop for their setup.
The layout included a reverse loop at each end for continues running. This all so gave some of the
members a chance to bring other projects and work on them during the session. You can view Jim's
video presentation at the link below.

September Northern Utah Division Clinic

Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

Achievement Program

I know I’ve said it before but this month proved it again: if you are
doing any kind of model railroading, you might already have (or be
really close to) earning the Golden Spike Award. You don’t have to
be trying to get anything else in the Achievement Program (but you
can if you want.)

Mike McIntire built a Free-mo module for the Walther’s contest as
well as earning his Golden Spike. I signed the paperwork while we
had the setup in Evanston. While there I signed off two more – Mike
Nelson and David Dane from Colorado!

Mike McIntire’s very detailed Free-mo module. A lot can be packed into a small space!

David Dane had a number of beautifully sceniced modules – a trailer’s worth!

Mike Nelson may look like he’s being lazy but leveling the modules
and fixing some wires can find oneself in a lazy-looking position.

Kevin Anderson had two Free-moN modules which if he didn’t already
have his Golden Spike Award, would have earned it! (Free-moN is the

N scale cousin to the HO Free-mo standards.)

I still have more detail to do on my own modules (mostly buildings) but it was great to see, and be
inspired by, what others have done on their modules – in HO and N scale. I was also great to be
able to sign not 1 but 3 Golden Spike Awards! Mike was expecting it but the other Mike wasn’t and
David sure wasn’t. Kevin also passed off some track work for his Civil but that’s another article…
stay tuned.

Whatever it is you are working on, share with the rest of us (it doesn’t have to be for the AP) and let
someone know if they can help so we really can enjoy the journey together!

Jim Wanlass, MMR #585
AP Chairman
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
jamestowntrains@gmail.com
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Scratch Builder's Corner

Scratch Builder's Corner
By Rick Luther

So what do you do when you need 39 corbels for a building your scratch building and you don't want
to order the pieces from different vendors in numerous different locations? You figure out how to
make them yourself.

Corbels for those who may not know are an architectural enhancement that usually reside under the
eaves of roofs or other pronouncements of a building. They come in many different styles from the
plain to the ornate.

I wanted something more simple in design since the
building is an industrial building that was originally built
before the modern boxes we have today. My research
led me to many different designs of simple corbels.

The challenge was to figure out how to reproduce
these easily and quickly. I had considered building a
master and casting all the parts I needed. As I was
studying the 

different shapes of corbels it occurred to me that they can
be broken down into different simple shapes. That
conclusion led to what wood or better yet styrene
shapes could be combined to create the final shape I
wanted. For the O scale building that I am working on, I
chose 0.08" as the base size for the different pieces. A
smaller size could be used for different scales. The pieces
were all assembled in a 6" strip to make it easier to glue.
After the glue had set the individual pieces were cut from
the main section. I am very pleased with the results and
highly recommend this method to scratch builders.

Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

Electronics Workshop

Basic electricity / electronics workshop interest inquiry

I've had talks and discussions with a few people "on and off" and feel
that there might be an interest in doing a "workshop" on electricity.

I'd be willing to do 8-10 people in a multi-week workshop (virtual / in-
person depending on social distancing requirements).

I'd intend on covering:

Basic electricity:
- AC / DC / Static electricity
- Voltage, current, resistance, power
- Simple circuits (parallel, series, parallel-series) circuits
- Ohm's Law
- Basic electricity in model railroading
- Other items of related importance

I'm envisioning a small practice electronics kit, with parts that would need to be obtained by the
participants. I'm thinking the cost would be somewhere between $30 and $40. it wouldn't be
absolutely required but the participant would miss out on certain activities. Those who would already
have the parts would be ready to go.

Please email me if there is interest. I envision this would start sometime after the beginning of the
2021 year, after all the holidays are over.

Have a great day!

Daland Speirs
Asst. Superintendent, NUD NMRA
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Division News Items

Never under estimate the cost or quality of kit building
By Geoff Carter

With a little effort, one can transform this:

Into this:

I painted the exterior walls Depot Buff, the trim Depot Olive, the roofs Weathered Black, and the
details appropriate colors. Added a second story floor painted a greenish color and the interior walls
White. A couple of railroad workers looking out the window, surveying the rail yard wondering what
the heck is going on. Also added a Just Plug It light over the middle of the room. All lower windows
have black paper behind the glazing.

Cheers!
Geoff Carter

I never sleep!
By Kevin Anderson

Getting another set of N scale modules put together. This will be a return loop when done and I
finally found a good place to hang my AP certificates.

That's one big car kit!

Good news! We have two new sponsored riding cars being constructed. We plan to have them
ready to go in time for the Fright Train next month to help with social distancing! If you would like to
sponsor or know someone who would like to sponsor a riding car you can contact the club on
Facebook for more information, or email info@swmrrc.org.
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NMRA-X Virtual Convention

Join us live from the British Region 75th Anniversary Convention 2020. We will live stream on the
NMRA Facebook Page & YouTube Channel (NMRA ORG)

Friday October 23 - All times are Eastern Daylight Time

2:00pm - Planning Railfanning Holidays in the USA
3:00pm - The Making of Kootenay Lake: A Compact N Scale Layout
3:30pm - Introduction to T Scale 1:450
4:30pm - Layout Design from famous inspiration

Saturday October 24 - All times are Eastern Daylight Time

2:30pm - 4:00pm - A History of the British Region, 75 years of North American Modelling in the
United Kingdom & Ireland
by John Firth

All events are broadcasted through the NMRA Facebook page and group, and the NMRA YouTube
channel. (Past events can be found on the YouTube channel.)

Links:

NMRA Facebook page

NMRA Facebook group

NMRA YouTube Channel
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Golden Spike Train Club of Utah

Big News !! We will now begin moving into The Train Shoppe at 2964 South State, in
South Salt Lake. The train rides they used to have in their big back room area was
shut down by the city of South Salt Lake last year, due to new fire code requirements
being imposed. So they have a large 19' X 38' area in the back, that we can move
some of our layout sections to. It will be "sectional" (not really "modular") so it could
be removed at some future date when or if The Train Shoppe moves. We hope to
have some of it operational by Thanksgiving 2020 !!! - We will let you know when

there is something there to come watch us rebuilding a new layout, with the flat yard sections of the
old layout.

Visit our website at http://www.goldenspiketrainclubutah.org/

Like us on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/GoldenspikeTrainClub/
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South Weber Club Model Railroad Club

Join us at Canyon Meadows Park (631 E Petersen Pkwy, South Weber, Utah)
October 24th for train rides around the park! This is our annual Fright Train
event! There will be a portion of the track that is decorated, and we hope to
be handing out trick-or-treat bags and have some food trucks on site! Due to
the situation with Covid-19 there are special precautions being taken for
these train rides which may impact significantly the length of time you wait in
line so please be aware!

Due to the Davis County - Condition Yellow situation with Covid-19 there are special precautions
being taken for these train rides which may impact the length of time you wait in line so please be
aware!

If you are experiencing any Covid or flu-like symptoms, please stay home!
When you arrive at the park we will be asking everyone to keep a 6' social distance between their family party and the others
around you!
We ask that you consider wearing a mask as well.
In order to maintain social distance on the trains, you will only be allowed to sit with your family members and every other car
will be blocked off so it is not used.
The cars will be wiped down with a bleach solution after every passenger load to help disinfect surfaces.

These precautions are being done to comply with Condition Yellow guidelines and for your protection. But this does mean that we will
be running at basically half of our usual capacity, so please be prepared to wait in line longer than normal! Bring sunscreen, hats, and
water!

As always, the train rides are free but donations are greatly appreciated to maintain the trains and
expand the track. Especially this year as we are way behind on donations for our insurance next
year! Bring your friends and family and be ready for fun!

Visit our website at http://southweberrr.webs.com/
Visit our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/SouthWeberRailroad/
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Newsletter Archive

Catch up on all the past issues of the Division Newsletter the
"Promontory Post" on the division website. There is a multitude of
information about our past clinics, photos from layout tours,
conventions, train shows, links to interesting information and the
chance to get to know our fellow members. Just click the button
below and learn more!
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NMRA Membership Renewal

Just a reminder for everyone to check their expiration date on membership NMRA
cards. Please don't let them lapse! You should receive a membership renewal form
in the mail months before your expiration. If you can't find it or didn't get it, you can
always go on-line and renew there. Below is the link to NMRA website page.

https://nmra.org/membership-application-and-renewal

Also check NMRA home page for membership discounts through the NMRA Partnership Program.
You can get discounts at over 30 vendors including Micro-Mart, Green Frog Productions, MinuteMan
Scale Models, Motrak Models, MRC (Model Rectifier Corporation) and many others. The discounts
could add up to what a years membership costs!

https://nmra.org/partnerships
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The Club Car

The Northern Utah Division is home to many outstanding modeling clubs, in every scale from Z to Live Steam. You are sure to find at least one of them
that will meet your needs, so drop them a line and join the fun!

Contact information is the most recent we have on file. If you have a railroad modeling club in the state of Utah, we would be happy to include your
information here. Just send us the name of your club, the scales you support in your club, and how prospective members may contact your club.

Color Country Model Railroad Club – This multi-scale club is located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah. Contact Dave Merrill by
email at: professordavemerrill@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://colorcountrytrains.org/sud/

Color Country T-Trak Club - This N Scale club, located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah,  uses the T-Trak modular system. Contact
the club by email at: ColorCountryTTrak@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://www.ccttc.info

Golden Spike American Flyer Train Club – This S scale club meets the third Friday of each month at various club member homes. Their newsletter
contains the time and place. Call Jim Buckley by phone at: (801) 252-1921 or by email at: jamesbuckley7@comcast.com. Visit their website
at http://www.gsaftc.com/about.htm

Golden Spike Train Club of Utah – This HO/HOn3 100% NMRA club meets Saturday Evenings from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, at the Old Children’s
Museum of Utah ( 840 N 300 West, SLC ). Open Houses are held on the 2nd Saturday of the month from 12-4 pm. Contact Mark Forslund by phone at
(801) 641-6586 for more information. Out of the area memberships are available. Visit their website at www.goldenspiketrainclubutah.org

Great Basin Lego Train Club – Adult fans of LEGO. Meeting times and club info is posted on their website. Contact Reed Cowan by email at:
gbltc@aol.com. Visit their website at http://greatbasinltc.utahlug.org/

HOn3 Club of Northern Utah – Specializing in local narrow gauge railroads in HOn3, this group meets informally and has a layout in Grantsville.
Contact Fred Voelcker by email at: fred.voelcker@gmail.com

Hostlers Model Railroad Club – This Multi-scale club, including live steam, meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month at Ogden’s historic Union
Station. Contact Mike Murphy by USPS mail at: 752 W 4375 South, Riverdale, UT 84405 or by phone at: (801) 394-4952. Visit their website
at http://hostlers.org

O Scale Guys – An O and On3 scale club. Contact Steve Strebel by phone at: (801) 973-0367.

Ophir, Tintic and Western – This 100% NMRA club models in HO and N and meets at the SCERA Theater Boardroom (745 South State Street,
Orem) at 7:00 pm on the 3rd Thursday of every month. Contact Larry Carter by email at larrycarter@msn.com or by phone at (801) 446-8161 Visit
their website at http://www.otwtrainclub.com/

Railway & Locomotive Historical Society (Golden Spike Chapter) – An historically oriented group of researchers and preservationists, the Golden
Spike chapter of the R&LHS meets every second Tuesday at noon at Two Bit Street Cafe on 25th Street in Ogden and is presently in the midst of the
restoration of the D&RGW #223. Visit their website at http://www.save223.org

South Weber Model Railroad Club – This 1-1/2″ club runs trains every 3rd Saturday & Sunday at South Weber Canyon Meadows Park. I-84 exit #85,
two blocks south, two blocks east. Visit their website at http://southweberrr.webs.com/

Utah Free-MO – A travelling HO Modular group conforming to the Free-MO standard. Contact Mike Nelson by email at: i_m_loco@hotmail.com

Utah Garden Railway Society – A “G scale” group dedicated to the art of Garden Railways. Contact Lynn Stringham, President (UGRS) by USPS
mail at: 4464 S 4100 West, West Haven, UT 84401

Utah Large Scale Society – A G scale group that meets in various member’s homes. Contact Stan White by phone at: (801) 546-4085 or by USPS
mail at: 920 N 1550 East, Layton, UT 84040

Utah Live Steamers – Our railroad is at Shay Park, 400 West Aspen Hills Blvd, Saratoga Springs, UT which encompasses 12 acres. The key feature
is the abandoned railroad grade of the Salt Lake & Western Railroad. Our track gauge is 7.5" and we have a new, beautiful 1.6" scale locomotive to
pull twice as many cars as before. Rides are typically in the morning on the third Saturday of the month. Contact Mike at utahlivesteamers@gmail.com
or watch Facebook for event listings. https://www.facebook.com/cmry260/

Utah Train Collectors Association – Primarily 3-rail O gauge, though other scales are represented. Promotes model railroading in Northern Utah.
Meets the last Thursday of each month. Contact Kent Silver (Club President) by email at: webmaster@utahtca.com. Visit their website
at http://utahtca.com/default.htm

Wasatch N Scale Model Railroad Club - For contact info visit their website at wasatchnscale.org
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Division Officers and Volunteers

Northern Utah Division Officers

Superintendent: Jim Wanlass

Assistant Superintendent:  Daland Speirs

Treasurer: Blaine Holbrook

Board of Director: George Bell

Board of Director: Rex Bailey

Board of Director: Mike Dean

Board of Director: Michael Harris

Committee Positions

Advertising/Marketing: Steve Moore

Show Chairman: Geoff Carter

Achievement Program: Jim Wanlass

Clinic Coordinator: Charlie Treft

Layout Tours: Bob Gerald

Division Librarian: Robert Arnesen

Secretary: Carolyn Chase

Newsletter Editor: Rick Luther

Membership Chairman: Chris Dyson
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