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Learn Something New

Presentation

September

“MSS” Modular Signaling System.
Presented by Mike Nelson

21st
10:00 PM - Noon

This is a system that has proven to work well in Free-mo modular layouts and
could easily be configured to work on a permanent layout. It is based on ABS

signaling system.

Presentation

October

My Life With the DRG&W
Presented by Jeff Pierce

19th
10:00 AM - Noon

Jeff will weave an interesting story of his history with the Denver Rio Grande
& Western Railroad.

Two Presentations

November

Laser Structure Assembly
Presented by Reggie Twigg

16th
10:00 AM - Noon

Learn the ins and outs of assembling a laser cut structure.
How a real railroad operates
Presented by Daland Spiers

Presentation

December

Making Trees
Presented by Kevin Anderson

21st
10:00 AM - Noon

Learn another method of making trees for your layout.

I am asking all in the division what they might like to see in the way of clinics. Hands on, video
presentations, scenery ideas, DCC, weathering, trestle construction, tunnel portal and snowshed
construction, just to name a few ideas. In our division we have a lot of beginners, advanced, and a
lot of great modelers, we can all become better by sharing our ideas and talents. Join in with us
each month for some fun and adventures in modeling.
Lowell Didas
Clinics Coordinator
lowellusmc@hotmail.com
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Thoughts from the Superintendent

With the NMRA National Convention behind us, I was able to go to the
National Narrow Gauge Convention and just enjoy it. While the
convention we hosted was fun, it was also stressful trying to make sure
things went well for everyone else to enjoy the convention. While the
NNGC isn’t an NMRA event, there are many people who are a part of
both. It was fun to see familiar faces and enjoy getting to know others
just a little bit better. It was also great to meet new people, or people
I’ve known for many years just in the press or online, like Sam
Swanson, MMR #600. I attended one of his clinics and have been inspired by his work for many
years! Clinics are a great way to keep learning. I know how to make trees but learned a couple new
ways that I’m excited to try out.
You don’t have to go to a National Convention to attend clinics. Also pictured is Lowell (my traveling
companion for the week), our Clinic Coordinator who does a great job lining up clinics every month.
We are all at different stages in our model railroading knowledge but there’s always something you
can learn. I believe that in most cases, there is more than one way to do something. Even if you
think you know how to do something, you might learn a trick or two or find a different way you didn’t
know about. Let Lowell know what clinics you are interested in. At some point we are all beginners. I
encourage everyone in our Division to meet with us at the Redwood Center. It’s an easy location to
get to and only takes a couple hours in the morning one Saturday a month. I look forward to seeing
you and learning with you so we can enjoy the journey together!
Jim Wanlass, MMR #585
Superintendent
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
jamestowntrains@gmail.com
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

What Happened Last Month

DCC decoder installation and programming
Presented by Josh McMurrin
Our clinic last month was a fabulous demonstration by Josh McMurrin on installing a DCC module,
sound and lights in a DCC ready diesel locomotive. We were able to watch as he began with a new
unit and completed the installation. Josh provided a lot of helpful tips about installing lights and the
types of LEDs he uses. This included some great ideas on how to control wiring with small wire ties
and tacky glue. He also had examples of the iPhone speaker and very small 0402 LEDs. Some of
the tools that Josh used might be something you have heard of, but never thought to use in
modeling. He used a UV activated glue pen is referred to as liquid glue, UV glue curing is a superior
bonding method although this is really a polymer, rather than a glue. This polymer is often in a
silicon glue form, an epoxy, polyurethane, or other polymer that will dry clear only when exposed to
UV light. Another interesting tool was a sliver bearing solder paste that comes in a syringe which will
make soldering those small decoder wires much easier. There were lots of great tips and tricks from
this presentation that we all learned from. Thanks Josh!

During the meeting Lowel Didas received a Merit Award in the Freight Car - Scratch Built Category
for a C&S On30 gondola he scratch built. Congratulations to Lowel! We also had a some nice
examples of projects some members have been working on. A nicely painted brass UPRR business
car, several 3D printed Nn3 cars and a converted Burlington Northern "B" unit.
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Achievement Program

While at the National Narrow Gauge Convention I was able to be
inspired by over 20 layouts and modules! Many of them home
layouts and several clubs.
One of the layouts that was really inspiring was just 7x11 feet in a
garage. It was designed with a pulley system that could raise it to the
ceiling but the owner admitted that he hadn’t done that since
installing the track! It was still cool to see that he had the option.
There are several reasons I liked it. One is that it is small enough
that he, with help from his friends could get it to look done pretty
easily. It wasn’t a massive empire like several others that we saw that might never get done. He has
plans to update several of the scenes still so it’s never really “done.” Another reason is that there
were many, many vignettes, or mini scenes that made the layout come to life – made it look like
people lived there – life was happening – a purpose for the railroad. I also liked the variation in trees.
I could go on.

I didn’t ask if he was an NMRA member, we just had a good time talking about trains! My point in
sharing this here is that you don’t need a massive amount of work for the AP Program. There is
some level of proficiency but it’s more about diversity and being a well rounded modeler. I know I am
still learning but willing to share what I know and that way we can enjoy the journey together!

Jim Wanlass, MMR #585
AP Chairman
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
jamestowntrains@gmail.com
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Thoughts About Clinic Presentations

Thoughts About Clinic Presentations
By Steve Moore
It was my honor to be the Clinics Co-Chairman for the 2019 National NMRA Convention in Salt Lake
City. There I was able to oversee the clinics presentations, what worked well, and what could be
improved. Over the course of the entire week’s activities, I was able to observe many fine
presentations. Very few had problems, but most were well prepared and presented.
Here are some suggestions.
File Storage. If your presentation files (PowerPoint), are large, or involving video files, break
up your presentation into separate files. Not as convenient, but playback is more reliable. Do
not embed video files in your presentation. Have them all on your USB Flash Drive as
separate files. Do not rely on “live” files via the internet during your presentation. Local Wi-Fi
may not be reliable at the location you will be giving your clinic, “ify” at best. Download the files
and have them available on your flash drive as separate files. During your clinic preparation,
try playing back your PowerPoint and video files ahead of time on different computers to be
sure they will play correctly.
Compatible Equipment, Adaptors and Cabling. Many newer (video)
projectors and TVs do not have VGA inputs, only HDMI (High-Definition
Multimedia Interface). VGA is an older format. The HDMI inputs will
result in a higher resolution image on the screen. For this reason, be
prepared to connect the computer to an HDMI projector or TV input. If
you are going to be using your own P.C. laptop, and it only has a VGA
output, you need to be prepared to bring your own VGA to HDMI adapter. And if you are
planning to use a MAC computer, you will need a suitable adapter so that the HDMI projector
input can read your program signal. It is highly recommended to have your P.C. compatible
program files on a flash drive, and not use your own computer if at all possible. Be prepared.
(See File Storage).
Audio Playback. If your presentation incorporates audio playback, you have a couple of
choices. One is to use the available audio capability of the projector if present. The audio on
your files play from your flash drive, through the P.C. out through the HDMI cabling to the
projector’s audio system. Most projectors have built-in 4 to 10 watt amplifiers and speakers.
This arrangement is usually sufficient for most situations. If you need more than what the
projector’s audio system can provide, you will need to make other arrangements. This option
could include bringing your own amplification and speaker system, or using another available
system. In either case, the audio would come out a jack on the P.C. to the external amplifier
and speaker system. This requires some planning and experimentation on your part before
presenting your clinic. Preparation.
Time Limits. Arrive early to the place of your clinic. Ask again when you are to start and finish,
because conditions may have changed. Find out how much setup and
tear down time you have. These time limits should include any time for
questions and answers, handouts, visiting, meeting clinic attendees,
etc.
Remember Your Audience. This is important. Is your audience going
to understand the terminology you plan on using? Are they going to
have experience and a background in the topic you are presenting, or
are they “newbies” who have no idea what you are talking about? When in doubt, explain the
terms you use. When possible use visuals that clarify.
Pointers and Remotes. Before you start your presentation, be sure you
understand, and have brief experience using the remote control. Usually,
remotes are designed with a button to the right for forward, and left for
back. The pointer feature is most often in the center or toward the top of
the device. Try it, forward, backward, and the pointer before you start
your clinic. An extra set of batteries on hand is always a good idea.
Word Slides vs. Pictures. Try not to use white backgrounds in your
PowerPoint programs. A little bit of color is more appealing. Use labels, and main points only.
There is nothing worse than having the audience looking into a white background with black
letters, and reading along with the presenter. Save that for your handout. Pictures and
diagrams, well labeled, are much more likely to convey the information you have to offer.

Show-N-Tell. If your clinic doesn’t involve playback, but rather is more of a demonstration, be
sure your audience can see what you are doing. This could involve raising a table, or even
using some kind of video camera connected to a TV or video projector and screen.
“Can You Hear Me Now?” Speak clearly at a level that all of your audience can hear you.
This is true whether or not you are using a P.A. system. Is the room environment suitable so
that all of your audience can hear what you have to say? Is it possible to close doors and
windows? If they can’t hear you, you are wasting your time and your audience’s.
Handouts. It is often helpful to have a handout, something in their hand to take home and to
refer to. This should include any major points of your clinic, terminology, reference material
appendix (and or for further reading list), source information such as part lists, and source web
address. Generally speaking, these are given out, or made available, at the end of the
presentation. If it is available online, show the web address on the screen at the end of the
clinic.
Practice, Practice, Practice. The most valuable thing a clinic presenter can do is practice
giving the presentation. Give it to yourself, to a friend using the same language you would use
if you were giving it “for real”. Do it over and over again to yourself, out loud, and to someone
else. You will find things you will want to change, a title, a label, a picture to be eliminated, or a
whole section to be added. Maybe you will see something that is in the wrong place, or order
in the clinic and should to be moved before or after something else.
Have fun with your audience. Enjoy the experience. Follow these guidelines and you will have a
successful delivery of the material you have worked so hard to share.
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents
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What is happening with modelers from around the area.

From Lee Wohlgemuth: Sitting on top of a current (2019) new tie, is a "Tie Plate" from 1869. This tie plate was found
by my friend who farms the former railroad land around the Golden Spike Monument in northern Utah. He tells me that
he has found numerous similar tie plates as he prepares the ground for farming. The size of the "tie plate" is 5 x 9
inches. - in Uintah, Utah.

From Jim Wanlass: My sawmill took 2nd Place in Structures
at the National Narrow Gauge Convention this year!

From Rick Luther: Well I have officially joined the "Dark Side"
with my first On30 rolling stock. A wood ore car kit from Berkshire Valley Models.
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

Division News Items

Upcoming Shows

Hostlers 2019 Swap Meet
Saturday September 21st
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Ogden Union Station
Grand Lobby
Free to the public

RAILSHOW 2019
IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO
Idaho Falls Recreation Center, 520 Memorial Drive
Saturday, Oct. 12th - 9 AM to 5 PM
Sunday, Oct. 13th - 10 AM to 2 PM
https://sites.google.com/site/eaglerockrrhistoricalsociety/railshow-2016

Train Expo Colorado
October 12th - 13th
Saturday 10am - 5pm Sunday 10am - 4pm
Chapel Hills Mall Event Center
1710 Briargate Blvd
Colorado Springs, Colorado
www.tecoshow.org

Rails Along the Rio Grande 2019
November 23 & 24
Ballon Fiesta Park
Albuquerque, New Mexico
www.railsalongtheriogrande.org

CONVENTION MERCHANDISE

The new T-Shirts for the 2019 Convention have arrived! They are good looking shirts! This is a
chance for Division members to get a shirt before anyone else. We have A polo shirt with the
convention logo above the pocket. A t-shirt with a large convention logo and two more t-shirts each
with either the Jupiter or the 119 steam engines. At the next event ask Geoff Carter for details!
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Golden Spike Train Club of Utah

The Golden Spike Train Club holds a public open house while running their trains for
display at the state's largest static club layout!
Come down the Second Saturday of each month for our next open house from Noon
to 4:00 PM
840 North 300 West Salt Lake City in the south basement of the old Children's
Museum.
Visit our website at http://www.goldenspiketrainclubutah.org/
Like us on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/GoldenspikeTrainClub/
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

South Weber Model Railroad Club

The last regular run day of the year! Come join us at Canyon Meadows Park
for September 21 Train Rides!
If you're from the south end of the Salt Lake Valley, you can also see a couple
of our locomotives and club members at the Thanksgiving Point Mini Maker
Faire! We'll be available at both locations to talk about the train club, benefits of
joining the club, and how you can join the club!

Visit our website at http://southweberrr.webs.com/
Visit our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/SouthWeberRailroad/
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

NMRA Membership Renewal

Just a reminder for everyone to check their expiration date on membership NMRA
cards. Please don't let them lapse! You should receive a membership renewal form
in the mail months before your expiration. If you can't find it or didn't get it, you can
always go on-line and renew there. Below is the link to NMRA website page.
https://nmra.org/membership-application-and-renewal
Also check NMRA home page for membership discounts through the NMRA Partnership Program.
You can get discounts at over 30 vendors including Micro-Mart, Green Frog Productions, MinuteMan
Scale Models, Motrak Models, MRC (Model Rectifier Corporation) and many others. The discounts
could add up to what a years membership costs!
https://nmra.org/partnerships
Lowell Didas
Membership Chairman
lowellusmc@hotmail.com
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

The Club Car

The Northern Utah Division is home to many outstanding modeling clubs, in every scale from Z to Live Steam. You are sure to find at least one of them
that will meet your needs, so drop them a line and join the fun!
Contact information is the most recent we have on file. If you have a railroad modeling club in the state of Utah, we would be happy to include your
information here. Just send us the name of your club, the scales you support in your club, and how prospective members may contact your club.
Color Country Model Railroad Club – This multi-scale club is located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah. Contact Dave Merrill by
email at: professordavemerrill@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://colorcountrytrains.org/sud/
Color Country T-Trak Club - This N Scale club, located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah, uses the T-Trak modular system. Contact
the club by email at: ColorCountryTTrak@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://www.ccttc.info
Golden Spike American Flyer Train Club – This S scale club meets the third Friday of each month at various club member homes. Their newsletter
contains the time and place. Call Jim Buckley by phone at: (801) 252-1921 or by email at: jamesbuckley7@comcast.com. Visit their website
at http://www.gsaftc.com/about.htm
Golden Spike Train Club of Utah – This HO/HOn3 100% NMRA club meets Saturday Evenings from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, at the Old Children’s
Museum of Utah ( 840 N 300 West, SLC ). Open Houses are held on the 2nd Saturday of the month from 12-4 pm. Contact Mark Forslund by phone at
(801) 641-6586 for more information. Out of the area memberships are available. Visit their website at www.goldenspiketrainclubutah.org
Great Basin Lego Train Club – Adult fans of LEGO. Meeting times and club info is posted on their website. Contact Reed Cowan by email at:
gbltc@aol.com. Visit their website at http://greatbasinltc.utahlug.org/
HOn3 Club of Northern Utah – Specializing in local narrow gauge railroads in HOn3, this group meets informally and has a layout in Grantsville.
Contact Fred Voelcker by email at: fred.voelcker@gmail.com
Hostlers Model Railroad Club – This Multi-scale club, including live steam, meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month at Ogden’s historic Union
Station. Contact Mike Murphy by USPS mail at: 752 W 4375 South, Riverdale, UT 84405 or by phone at: (801) 394-4952. Visit their website
at http://hostlers.org
O Scale Guys – An O and On3 scale club. Contact Steve Strebel by phone at: (801) 973-0367.
Ophir, Tintic and Western – This 100% NMRA club models in HO and N and meets at the SCERA Theater Boardroom (745 South State Street,
Orem) at 7:00 pm on the 3rd Thursday of every month. Contact Larry Carter by email at larrycarter@msn.com or by phone at (801) 446-8161 Visit
their website at http://www.otwtrainclub.com/
Railway & Locomotive Historical Society (Golden Spike Chapter) – An historically oriented group of researchers and preservationists, the Golden
Spike chapter of the R&LHS meets at Ogden Station and is presently in the midst of a 20+ year restoration project of the D&RGW #223. Visit their
website at http://www.trainweb.org/GoldenSpikeLRHS/index.html
South Weber Model Railroad Club – This 1-1/2″ club runs trains every 3rd Saturday & Sunday at South Weber Canyon Meadows Park. I-84 exit #85,
two blocks south, two blocks east. Visit their website at http://southweberrr.webs.com/
Utah Free-MO – A travelling HO Modular group conforming to the Free-MO standard. Contact Mike Nelson by email at: i_m_loco@hotmail.com
Utah Garden Railway Society – A “G scale” group dedicated to the art of Garden Railways. Contact Lynn Stringham, President (UGRS) by USPS
mail at: 4464 S 4100 West, West Haven, UT 84401
Utah Large Scale Society – A G scale group that meets in various member’s homes. Contact Stan White by phone at: (801) 546-4085 or by USPS
mail at: 920 N 1550 East, Layton, UT 84040
Utah Live Steamers – Our railroad is at Shay Park, 400 West Aspen Hills Blvd, Saratoga Springs, UT which encompasses 12 acres. The key feature
is the abandoned railroad grade of the Salt Lake & Western Railroad. Our track gauge is 7.5" and we have a new, beautiful 1.6" scale locomotive to
pull twice as many cars as before. Rides are typically in the morning on the third Saturday of the month. Contact Mike at utahlivesteamers@gmail.com
or watch Facebook for event listings. https://www.facebook.com/cmry260/
Utah Train Collectors Association – Primarily 3-rail O gauge, though other scales are represented. Promotes model railroading in Northern Utah.
Meets the last Thursday of each month. Contact Kent Silver (Club President) by email at: webmaster@utahtca.com. Visit their website
at http://utahtca.com/default.htm
Wasatch N Scale Model Railroad Club - For contact info visit their website at wasatchnscale.org
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Division Officers and Volunteers

Northern Utah Division Officers
Superintendent:

Jim Wanlass

Assistant Superintendent:

Rick Luther

Treasurer:
Board of Director:
Board of Director:
Board of Director:
Board of Director:

Blaine Holbrook
Lowell Didas
Daland Speirs
Rex Bailey
Wayne Lee
Committee Positions

Advertising/Marketing:
Convention Chairman:
Achievement Program:
Division Operations Group (DOG's):
Clinic Coordinator:
Layout Tours:
Division Librarian:
Secretary:
Newsletter Editor:
Membership Chairman:

Steve Moore
Alan Anderson
Jim Wanlass
Daland Speirs
Lowell Didas
Bob Gerald
Robert Arnesen
Carolyn Chase
Rick Luther
Lowell Didas
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Come Join us for Fun, Learning and Fellowship

Utah's center for model railroading excellence!
Join us every third Saturday at the
Redwood Recreation Center
3060 Lester Street
West Valley City, UT 84119
from 10:00 AM to Noon
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