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Learn Something New

Presentation

Finding the Junction City and the Story of the Golden Spike
Presented by Ron Davies

Congress dictated that the first transcontinental railroad had to join
somewhere between the California /Nevada border and Omaha. Early

estimates as late as 1868 placed it to be in the middle of Wyoming or middle of Nevada. I will
present the history of those last days in building the Junction City and the driving of the Golden
Spike.

A Celebration for all who helped with the 2019 National Convention.

This will be a very special event.

Presentation

My Life With the DRG&W
Presented by Jeff Pierce

Jeff will weave an interesting story of his history with the Denver Rio Grande
& Western Railroad.

Presentation

“MSS” Modular Signaling System.
Presented by Mike Nelson

This is a system that has proven to work well in Free-mo modular layouts and
could easily be configured to work on a permanent layout. It is based on ABS

signaling system.

Presentation

TBA
Presented by Josh McMurrin

Presentation

Laser Structure Assembly
Presented by Reggie Twigg

Learn the ins and outs of assebling a laser cut structure.

I am asking all in the division what they might like to see in the way of clinics. Hands on, video
presentations, scenery ideas, dcc, weathering, trestle construction, tunnel portal and snowshed
construction, just to name a few ideas. In our division we have a lot of beginers, advanced, and a lot
of great modelers, we can all become better by sharing our ideas and talants. Join in with us each
month for some fun and adventures in modeling.

Lowell Didas
Clinics Coordinator
lowellusmc@hotmail.com
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Thoughts from the Superintendent

Two of the best aspects of this hobby, in my opinion, are the variety of
modeling options and the people. Most know I have running models in
four scales in both narrow and standard gauge. A few Saturdays ago we
had the “Golden Spike Ceremony” at Shay Park! Building such a large
ride-on train park takes lots of people working together. It has been fun
getting to know everyone involved. It is great to see how excited families
are to ride the train and the fun they have.

The NMRA National Convention is similar. There are
so many clinics, layout tours, prototype tours,
operating sessions, banquets, and on and on…
Likewise, there are many people that I’ve gotten to
know over the years that I’m looking forward to seeing
again. There’s a number of guys that I’ve only met on-
line and will meet in person for the first time, which my
daughter thinks is weird. :-)

We will need lots of help. We’ve said it before but we
need everyone to step up and give of their time. We
have invited the entire world to come see where we

live and how much we love trains. Let us give them the best possible show we can and that way, we
can enjoy the journey together!

Jim Wanlass, MMR #585
Superintendent
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
jamestowntrains@gmail.com
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What Happened Last Month

RailPro model train control system
Presented by Geoff Carter

Geoff Carter gave a presentation/demonstration on the exciting new PailPro Control System from
Ring Engineering. Would you like to have an easier way to control your trains without having to
bother with configuration variables? Do you like to build
consists of locomotives, but hate to go through the rigmarole and bother of speed matching? The
the RailPro System maybe just for you. The presentation covered many of the different aspects of
the RailPro System. With RailPro's touchscreen, you can see pictures and read text that describe
each buttons functions so you do not have to try to remember what F14 does, or what F9 does, F7,
etc. With RailPro the only wiring you need to do is the power wiring. Geoff demonstrated the
simplicity of installing the decoders on a DCC ready locomotive. For a smaller layout all you
need to do is connect two wires from the power supply to the track and plug it into the wall. With the
typical DCC, even a wireless DCC system, you still need to wire a network. As Geoff is fond of
saying "Run your trains and not your brains!"
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Achievement Program

What do you think of when someone says Master Model Railroader,
or the AP Program? For me it’s usually some great, realistic model or
huge detailed layout. The other week I saw four layouts in one day.
(Three on the tour and one for AP evaluations.) Each layout was
unique in the owner’s approach and I think it “worked” perfectly for
them. One owner said, “It’s not like __________’s layout but it works
for me.” What we don’t know is how much time has been put in by
the owner and their friends. Often there are many people helping
“behind the scenes.” As I have been getting ready for the NMRA
National Convention (I will be on the layout tours) I’m reviewing some of my modeling I did years
ago compared to my more recent things and wow, what a difference! Yes, I can tell that I’ve
improved over the years. I give credit to the AP Program in helping me improve. Not everything has
to be perfectly realistic all of the time. Seeing other people’s layouts and my own work reminds me
of that. But, having goals and shooting for certain standards, has increased the quality of my work.
As more people get involved in the AP in our Division, try to remember that any feedback we give is
to help you become a better modeler. I know it has helped me and I’ve seen it improve the work of
others as well.

Remember, you don’t have to be perfect, far from it! But as you share your modeling and let us help
you improve your skills, we can enjoy the journey together!

Jim Wanlass, MMR #585
AP Chairman
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
jamestowntrains@gmail.com
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Layout Tours

We hope you had the opportunity to see these very nice layouts during last months layout tour.
Below are just a few photos as an overview of the tour, A big THANK YOU to the layout owners for
allowing us to invade thier domain.

DOUG JOLLEY’s D&RGW 3RD DIVISION (Sn3)

MARK EVANS’ RGS & D&RGW (Sn3)

DAVE GAYER’s MONTANA WESTERN (HO)
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Division News Items

Upcoming Shows

Railfest Weekend

July 20th & 21st, 2019
Saturday 8am – 9pm  Sunday 9am - 2pm

511 E Main Street
Buena Vista, Colorado

http://www.buenavistaheritage.org

Train Expo Colorado

October 12th - 13th
Saturday 10am - 5pm  Sunday 10am - 4pm
Chapel Hills Mall Event Center
1710 Briargate Blvd
Colorado Springs, Colorado

www.tecoshow.org

Rails Along the Rio Grande 2019

November 23 & 24
Ballon Fiesta Park

Albuquerque, New Mexico

www.railsalongtheriogrande.org

CONVENTION SHIRTS

The new T-Shirts for the 2019 Convention have arrived! They are good looking shirts! This is a
chance for Division members to get a shirt before anyone else. We have A polo shirt with the
convention logo above the pocket. A t-shirt with a large convention logo and two more t-shirts each
with either the Jupiter or the 119 steam engines. At the next event ask Geoff Carter to see them!
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2019 NMRA National Convention

NMRA 2019 SLC News

We are fast approaching 1,000 people who have registered for the National Model Railroad
Association National Convention we are hosting here in Salt Lake City in just a matter of weeks.We
are fast approaching 1,000 people who have registered for the National Model Railroad Association
National Convention we are hosting here in Salt Lake City in just a matter of weeks.

We have lots of wonderful activities planned for all the convention goers.  We also have the Rio
Grande Modeling and Historical Society piggy-backing on to our convention, and the Layout Design
Special Interest Group (LDSIG) and the Operations Special Interest Group (OPSIG) will be hosting a
number of activities.

All these activities can be signed up for at:
http://www.nmra2019slc.org/registration/

Sign-ups for the convention start at $139.00 for NMRA Member base registration.  A spouse or
significant other of the NMRA Member can sign up for $69.00.  Dependent youth (under 18) of that
same NMRA Member can sign up for $25.  If the primary member of a family is not an NMRA
Member, they can still sign up by paying the $25.00 Non-Member Fee.  The spouse/significant other
or dependent child of that person need not pay the fee.

All registrants paying for the entire week are eligible to receive a UTA Pass that is good for free
travel on all UTA bus, TRAX (light rail), and FrontRunner (Commuter Rail) for the whole week.  If
you are flying into Salt Lake City, and you let us know, we will mail your pass to you so that you can
ride TRAX from the airport to the hotel.  You will also have free admission to the National Train
Show.

We are also offering registrations to the Rio Grande Modeling and Historical Society Members for
their three-day conference for $75.00.  You can also sign-up for individual day passes for $50.00 per
day.  The RGM&HS registration and Day Pass does not include the UTA Pass nor admission to the
National Train Show at Mountain America Expo Center.

Along with over 140 clinics (most of them free) you can partake of 20 different Layout Tours, 4
Prototype Tours (to UTA TRAX and FrontRunner facilities), 6 Guided Tours, and 23 Non-Rail Tours.
And we are in the process of arranging a few more tours to keep you busy.

The OPSIG folks have arranged 34 different operation sessions on some of the grandest model
railroads along the Wasatch Front.  The LDSIG folks have also scheduled a bunch of layout tours
that will focus on the various aspects of good layout design.

Oh, did we mention the merchandise we have available for pre-registration?  We have a variety of
T-Shirts with very handsome illustrations on the chest (The Golden Spike logo of the convention and
the 119 and Jupiter locomotives) and Men’s w/pocket and Women’s Polo Shirts w/o pocket that have
the NMRA 2019S LC logo embroidered on the left chest.  There is also a beautiful white ball cap
available.  And, rounding out the merchandise will be HO, N, and Z scale 50’ Commemorative Box
Cars.  And, last but not least we have some miniature commemorative Golden Spikes suitable for
adding to your favorite hat, label, or brag rag vest.  Anything not sold via pre-registrations will find its
way to the Company Store.  The question you need to ask yourself is, “will there be anything left to
choose from?” if I wait until the convention starts.

There are still a few OPSIG sessions open.  The Non-Rail Tours and Layout Tours are fast filling up,
so you might want to consider registering now, while there is a decent selection left to choose from.

If you need help Geoff Carter will be available at the Event this weekend to take reservations or if
you run into difficulties registering online, you can contact Geoff at the address on the website.

LOOKING FOR NON-RAIL CLINICS AND CLINICIANS!

We have one clinic room dedicated to non-rail clinics. We need to fill slots with classes

on genealogy, crafts, and anything else of interest to mostly wives but perhaps a few

hubbies of the model railroaders at our convention. We have room for at least 26 clinics
between 9:30 am and 7:30 pm but can accommodate more in the early morning and

later in the evenings. Most clinics are an hour long with a few slots for 90-minute
clinics. We can see about having longer clinics if you have something in mind.

Contact Cindy Lund at 801-599-8842 or smch2do@gmail.com.

A/V Crew CallA/V Crew Call

We are looking for a few good men and women to fill a much needed spot

on the Audio/Visual Team for this year’s NMRA National Convention July

7-13th. This is what you will be working with:

HD Projectors
Laptop PC Computers

Projection Screens
A/C and HDMI Cabling

PowerPoint Programs and Video Play-back

Remote Controls
Flash Drives

Audio
P/A

These positions could be filled by talented young people, or experienced

veterans with this kind of equipment. You won’t be working alone in most case, but as

a team. 

Before the Convention, the A/V Crew members will setup and test out all the
equipment in each Clinic Room. Then, before each clinic, the A/V Team members helps

the clinic presenter feel comfortable with the A/V equipment being used to make the
presentation a success.

This is a volunteer position, as all NMRA positions are. This is a responsible position.
The equipment in your hands is expensive, specialized equipment that must be handled

with a great deal of care.If you or someone you know would be interested in filling this
vital role, please contact Steve Moore, Co-Chairman, Clinics

kiss@kissmethodinc.com or call 801-694-8394.

The 2019 National Convention Committee has been meeting every month since
January and is working hard setting up budgets, clinics, layout tours, Prototype
Rail, Non-Rail Tours and updating our brochure. We are now looking for a
volunteers to assist at the 2019 convention. These volunteers will be needed to
help with various activities during the convention. They will help with pre-
registration, registration, tour helpers, setting up clinics, directing people to various
activities, the silent auction and general help for whatever is needed. If you are
interested please sign-up at our monthly event or at this link. http://goo.gl/forms
/csKvYd8IRd

Alan Anderson
2019 Convention Chairman
nmra2019slc@outlook.com

WHEN: July 7-13, 2019
WHERE: Convention HQ - Little America Hotel : National Train Show - Mountain America Expo
Center (formerly South Towne Expo Center) Three halls will be used for the show on the 11th, 12th
and 13th.

If you are on Facebook, follow us at https://www.facebook.com/NMRA2019SLC/

Steve Moore and Geoff Carter
2019 National NMRA Convention Committee
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Golden Spike Train Club of Utah

The Golden Spike Train Club holds a public open house while running their trains for
display at the state's largest static club layout!

Come down the Second Saturday of each month for our next open house from Noon
to 4:00 PM

840 North 300 West Salt Lake City in the south basement of the old Children's
Museum.

Visit our website at http://www.goldenspiketrainclubutah.org/

Like us on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/GoldenspikeTrainClub/
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South Weber Model Railroad Club

Be sure to join us the third Saturday of every month, from March to October, as
the South Weber Model Railroad Club gives free train rides at Canyon
Meadows Park in South Weber Utah! Donations are greatly appreciated to help
expand the track and pay for maintenance and upgrades.

Visit our website at http://southweberrr.webs.com/
Visit our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/SouthWeberRailroad/
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NMRA Membership Renewal

Just a reminder for everyone to check their expiration date on membership NMRA
cards. Please don't let them lapse! You should receive a membership renewal form
in the mail months before your expiration. If you can't find it or didn't get it, you can
always go on-line and renew there. Below is the link to NMRA website page.

https://nmra.org/membership-application-and-renewal

Also check NMRA home page for membership discounts through the NMRA Partnership Program.
You can get discounts at over 30 vendors including Micro-Mart, Green Frog Productions, MinuteMan
Scale Models, Motrak Models, MRC (Model Rectifier Corporation) and many others. The discounts
could add up to what a years membership costs!

https://nmra.org/partnerships

Lowell Didas
Membership Chairman
lowellusmc@hotmail.com
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The Club Car

The Northern Utah Division is home to many outstanding modeling clubs, in every scale from Z to Live Steam. You are sure to find at least one of them
that will meet your needs, so drop them a line and join the fun!

Contact information is the most recent we have on file. If you have a railroad modeling club in the state of Utah, we would be happy to include your
information here. Just send us the name of your club, the scales you support in your club, and how prospective members may contact your club.

Color Country Model Railroad Club – This multi-scale club is located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah. Contact Dave Merrill by
email at: professordavemerrill@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://colorcountrytrains.org/sud/

Color Country T-Trak Club - This N Scale club, located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah,  uses the T-Trak modular system. Contact
the club by email at: ColorCountryTTrak@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://www.ccttc.info

Golden Spike American Flyer Train Club – This S scale club meets the third Friday of each month at various club member homes. Their newsletter
contains the time and place. Call Jim Buckley by phone at: (801) 252-1921 or by email at: jamesbuckley7@comcast.com. Visit their website
at http://www.gsaftc.com/about.htm

Golden Spike Train Club of Utah – This HO/HOn3 100% NMRA club meets Saturday Evenings from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, at the Old Children’s
Museum of Utah ( 840 N 300 West, SLC ). Open Houses are held on the 2nd Saturday of the month from 12-4 pm. Contact Mark Forslund by phone at
(801) 641-6586 for more information. Out of the area memberships are available. Visit their website at www.goldenspiketrainclubutah.org

Great Basin Lego Train Club – Adult fans of LEGO. Meeting times and club info is posted on their website. Contact Reed Cowan by email at:
gbltc@aol.com. Visit their website at http://greatbasinltc.utahlug.org/

HOn3 Club of Northern Utah – Specializing in local narrow gauge railroads in HOn3, this group meets informally and has a layout in Grantsville.
Contact Fred Voelcker by email at: fred.voelcker@gmail.com

Hostlers Model Railroad Club – This Multi-scale club, including live steam, meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month at Ogden’s historic Union
Station. Contact Mike Murphy by USPS mail at: 752 W 4375 South, Riverdale, UT 84405 or by phone at: (801) 394-4952. Visit their website
at http://hostlers.org

O Scale Guys – An O and On3 scale club. Contact Steve Strebel by phone at: (801) 973-0367.

Ophir, Tintic and Western – This 100% NMRA club models in HO and N and meets at the SCERA Theater Boardroom (745 South State Street,
Orem) at 7:00 pm on the 3rd Thursday of every month. Contact Larry Carter by email at larrycarter@msn.com or by phone at (801) 446-8161 Visit
their website at http://www.otwtrainclub.com/

Railway & Locomotive Historical Society (Golden Spike Chapter) – An historically oriented group of researchers and preservationists, the Golden
Spike chapter of the R&LHS meets at Ogden Station and is presently in the midst of a 20+ year restoration project of the D&RGW #223. Visit their
website at http://www.trainweb.org/GoldenSpikeLRHS/index.html

South Weber Model Railroad Club – This 1-1/2″ club runs trains every 3rd Saturday & Sunday at South Weber Canyon Meadows Park. I-84 exit #85,
two blocks south, two blocks east. Visit their website at http://southweberrr.webs.com/

Utah Free-MO – A travelling HO Modular group conforming to the Free-MO standard. Contact Mike Nelson by email at: i_m_loco@hotmail.com

Utah Garden Railway Society – A “G scale” group dedicated to the art of Garden Railways. Contact Lynn Stringham, President (UGRS) by USPS
mail at: 4464 S 4100 West, West Haven, UT 84401

Utah Large Scale Society – A G scale group that meets in various member’s homes. Contact Stan White by phone at: (801) 546-4085 or by USPS
mail at: 920 N 1550 East, Layton, UT 84040

Utah Live Steamers – Our railroad is at Shay Park, 400 West Aspen Hills Blvd, Saratoga Springs, UT which encompasses 12 acres. The key feature
is the abandoned railroad grade of the Salt Lake & Western Railroad. Our track gauge is 7.5" and we have a new, beautiful 1.6" scale locomotive to
pull twice as many cars as before. Rides are typically in the morning on the third Saturday of the month. Contact Mike at utahlivesteamers@gmail.com
or watch Facebook for event listings. https://www.facebook.com/cmry260/

Utah Train Collectors Association – Primarily 3-rail O gauge, though other scales are represented. Promotes model railroading in Northern Utah.
Meets the last Thursday of each month. Contact Kent Silver (Club President) by email at: webmaster@utahtca.com. Visit their website
at http://utahtca.com/default.htm

Wasatch N Scale Model Railroad Club - For contact info visit their website at wasatchnscale.org
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Division Officers and Volunteers

Northern Utah Division Officers

Superintendent: Jim Wanlass

Assistant Superintendent:  Rick Luther

Treasurer: Blaine Holbrook

Board of Director: Lowell Didas

Board of Director: Daland Speirs

Board of Director: Rex Bailey

Board of Director: Wayne Lee

Committee Positions

Advertising/Marketing: Steve Moore

Convention Chairman: Alan Anderson

Achievement Program: Jim Wanlass

Division Operations Group (DOG's): Daland Speirs

Clinic Coordinator: Lowell Didas

Layout Tours: Bob Gerald

Division Librarian: Robert Arnesen

Secretary: Carolyn Chase

Newsletter Editor: Rick Luther

Membership Chairman: Lowell Didas
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Come Join us for Fun, Learning and Fellowship

 

Utah's center for model railroading excellence!
Join us every third Saturday at the

Redwood Recreation Center
3060 Lester Street

West Valley City, UT 84119
from 10:00 AM to Noon
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