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New Event Location and Time

PLEASE NOTE!
The Northern Utah Division Event has moved to the Redwood Recreation Center in West
Valley City. Please note this for all future events.
We are also starting at a new time!
Board of Director's Meeting from 9 AM - 10 AM
Division Event from 10 AM - Noon

Redwood Recreation Center
3060 Lester Street
West Valley City, UT 84119

FREE PARKING
There is ample free parking available in the front of the building off of Lester Street.
OVERFLOW PARKING
There is additional free parking behind the building to the north and a short walk across Lester
Street to the east.
TRAX STATIONS
There are two Trax Stations in the area. Redwood Junction at Redwood Road and Research Way.
The Decker Lake Station at 3100 South and Decker Lake Drive.

We look forward to seeing you at our next event!
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

Thoughts from the Superintendent

What did you during the holidays? Spending time with family was my
number one priority. I was able to do some model railroading but not a
lot. Most of you know my daughter started her own layout. Like many
of us, when we get a break from “normal” life, she likes to relax:
reading books and watching T.V. Finally, on the last day of the break I
said, “We need to at least do something on your layout!” While we are
not ready to install the trees, we spent some time making a few. We
had fun! Next up is carving rocks, etc.
I hope you had a chance to make it to the Thanksgiving Point Train Show put on by the OT&W. I
had a lot of fun talking with friends and new people. A bunch of kids operated the trains on my layout
which was fun for me to see them having so much fun. Soon I’ll have a passing siding and a second
throttle. We’ll see what kind of challenges that introduces! Thanks to all who put on the show and
thanks to the Division members who helped at our tables and hands-on experiences. Thanks for all
you do, after all, it is your Division!
People are getting excited for the upcoming NMRA National Convention! While a lot of work has
already been put in, a lot more is ahead of us. I encourage everyone to be positive. If you have
questions, reach out to the appropriate person. Individual’s emails are now listed on the website so
you can contact them directly. http://www.nmra2019slc.org We hope to have the first version of the
schedule out soon as well as some other announcements.
It is with heavy heart I must give the news that we lost another two model railroaders. Both Peter
Hahn and Thayne Tenney were not only great modelers but great guys! I valued both of their
friendships. There are links to their obituaries on our website. http://www.northernutahnmra.org
/heavy-heart/
I truly enjoy getting to know each of you better. We can talk trains but I have also enjoyed getting to
know more about your profession and your family too; that way, we can enjoy the journey together!
Jim Wanlass, MMR #585
Superintendent
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
jamestowntrains@gmail.com
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

What Happened Last Month

Alaska Railroad
Presented by Aaron Pederson
Aaron's presentation was about the fascinating Alaska Railroad. This unique railroad that faces
drastic weather and situations that railroads in the lower 48 never have to deal with. Aaron works as
a bus driver for the Princess Cruise Lines which gives him a chance to rail fan in his spare time.
Passenger trains run regularly from Alaska's ports up to the Denali Park in the interior. The question
that was on evryone's mind: Is it really like what you see on the the Railroad Alaska TV Series? Like
most things you see on Reality TV the answer is no. Thanks Aaron for a small glimpse into a
fascinating railroad!

All photos copyright Aaron Pederson

Congratulations to Keith Osojnak for achieving his Golden
Spike Certificate. Keith only suffered minor injuries in
pursuit of his certificate and has already fully recovered.
Congratulations Keith!
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Learn Something New

Presentation

January

Using JMRI to Enhance My Model Railroad Experiences
Presented by Mike Dean

19th
10:00 AM - Noon

Discover the ins and outs of the JMRI computer program to take model
railroading to the next level. This program can make programing DCC
decoders easier, control signals and track and much more.

Workshop

February

Quick and Easy Weathering
Workshop by Rick Luther

16th
10:00AM - Noon

Learn how to quickly weather your entire fleet of rolling stock. Fred Baney
taught you how to do a meticulously beautiful job, but what about all the other
cars that will have to wait for you to have the weather? No railroad has that many bright and
shiny new cars. Rick will show you how to quickly turn that fleet of shiny plastic into aged revenue
rolling stock.

I am asking all in the division what they might like to see in the way of clinics. Hands on, video
presentations, scenery ideas, dcc, weathering, trestle construction, tunnel portal and snowshed
construction, just to name a few ideas. In our division we have a lot of beginers, advanced, and a lot
of great modelers, we can all become better by sharing our ideas and talants. Join in with us each
month for some fun and adventures in modeling.
Lowell Didas
Clinics Coordinator
lowellusmc@hotmail.com
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

Gone But Not Forgotten

On Wednesday January 9, 2019 Thayne Tenny passed away. Thayne was
passionate about the outdoors and spent most of his days gardening and
enjoying the birds in his backyard with his best friend Snoopy. He used his
natural green thumb and was nominated for best yard on more than one
occasion. Thayne was an amazing Grandfather to his grandchildren and loved
them with his whole heart. He also loved building model trains and cities. He
worked for UPS for 34 years having 32 years of safe driving and held many
honors for his hard work ethic. Thayne was one of the original members of the
Utah Society of Railroad Modelers before becoming the Northern Utah Division.
You can read his obituary here https://www.jenkins-soffe.com/obituaries/Thayne-WilliamTenney?obId=4009595#/obituaryInfo

On Monday, January 7, 2019 we lost Peter Hahn to cancer. He was a member of
the Utah Garden Railway Society and a contest winner at the Intermountain
Train Expo. We understand his ashes will be spread in Ely, Nevada. He will be
missed! You can read his obituary here https://www.jenkins-soffe.com/obituaries
/Peter-Pete-Hahn?obId=4004780#/obituaryInfo.
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Division Operations Group News

Northern Utah Division
Division Operations Group
to “get back on track”
Last year I assumed the reigns from our great leader, Jack
Chase. Jack was instrumental in getting and keeping the DOGs
going over the years. I want to thank Jack for seeing the DOGs
mature over the years and keeping it alive.
Granted…
It’s been a while since the DOGs have had an event. Between
work on the convention and life, the DOGs got shoved to the back burner – so to speak. I apologize
for the lack of info last year – Life got me busy….
During the lull however, I had the chance to talk with several layout owners about what they thought
of the DOGs, how it has matured and what they see in the future. Many praised the idea of exposing
new people to the concept of operations and using operations to learn and progress in the hobby.
One suggestion that was consistent among multiple layout owners was to revamp the method of
hosting DOG operations.
The idea going forward is as follows:
Soon, I will be soliciting interest from those who would be interested in being a part of
operations. I will likely do this in a google form or similar. I will also be in contact with layout
owners.
The process of layout owners hosting special “DOG” sessions will be retired. Instead,
prospective DOG operators will operate during regularly scheduled op sessions on a given
layout.
DOG operators will be selected by layout owners and the DOG coordinator.
Experienced operators or those who are regulars in operations are requested to refrain from
signing up as a DOG to allow inexperienced or new operators the chance at learning how to
operate.
Being dependable and punctual will be key to making this work. Please be willing to commit to
several, consecutive, monthly sessions since learning operations doesn’t happen in one day.
Be current in your NMRA membership.
I hope this new process excites everyone and that we can keep the DOGs alive and going, well into
the future.
Daland Speirs
Crew Chief - DOGs
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
eclipserd@yahoo.com
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

Achievement Program

There are many ways to get involved in the Achievement Program
in the NMRA. The first step is to read over the requirements for the
Golden Spike Award. https://www.nmra.org/golden-spike-award The
next step after that is to contact me and let me know you are
interested. From there I would recommend reading about all the
requirements. There are 11 categories ranging from building models
to service in the hobby. Most of the time we are doing more than
one thing at a time anyway so look at a couple of the categories
and see what you might have already done or are interested in
doing. Once I started setting my own personal goals, according to my own ability to work on items
and my desire to accomplish certain tasks, I found that the quality of my modeling improved. Instead
of “just puttering around” I was actually getting models completed and trains running. I was having
more fun with trains than I had in a long time!
A recent example is that I started an experiment in a new scale for me: N Scale. There are several
reasons I did this (one of which is AP related); I have found many things the same as the other
scales while also encountering new challenges. While still far from complete, I brought this new
layout, a 3 x 6 designed to be portable, to the Intermountain Train Expo in November and the
Thanksgiving Point Train Show in January. Being able to interact with the public, including children,
has given this little layout a new purpose than I originally intended. More and more, I have handed
the throttle to the kids and let them run the trains. The excitement of seeing them having so much
fun is awesome! I have new plans to take this concept even further! Even those who model in other
scales are being inspired by this little layout. Parents are seeing the joy their kids are having running
trains and asking about how they can get started.

There are many aspects to the Achievement Program and right now I am enjoying helping others
get joy out of model railroading. Whatever step you are on your journey, let me help you. The AP is
about improving your skills and helping others along the way. Many have said that if you are doing
the work you might as well get the credit. Some don’t care about the recognition and that’s fine but
it’s a bit like going to college and not getting your degree. You can still learn a lot but why not
complete the classes and get that degree? Join with me, and others as we continue to learn new
skills and improve what we know and we can enjoy the journey together!
Jim Wanlass, MMR #585
Superintendent
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
jamestowntrains@gmail.com
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

Division News Items

OT&W Train Show Highlights

The Division, 2019 Convention booths along with the Pizza Box Layouts and Hands-On Activities were there.

The beautiful models at the Rio Grande Modeling & Historical Society table.

Geoff Carter challenged young engineers with his switching puzzle.

Model Railroad Estate Sale and Silent Auction
Saturday January 19th 2019
Comfort Suites Hotel
2250 South 1200 West Ogden, Utah
Doors open at 9:30 AM
Over 1000 new and used items
For more info goto http://www.hostlers.info/

Rocky Mountain Train Show Spring Show
March 2nd & 3rd 2019
Denver Mart
451 E 58th Ave
Denver, CO 80216
https://rockymountaintrainshow.com/

Hostlers Model Railroad 2019 Festival
March 8, 9 & 10, 2019
Ogden Union Station
25th Street and Wall Avenue
Friday 3pm - 8pm
Saturday 9am - 6pm
Sunday 9:30am - 3pm

2019 Sherman Hill Train Show
May 18th & 19th 2019
Frontier Park Exhibition Hall
312 West 8th Avenue Cheyenne, Wyoming
Saturday 9am - 5pm
Sunday 10am - 4pm

DIVISION & CONVENTION SHIRTS

As noted in previous Promontory Posts, several of us have ordered Division and/or Convention
shirts. There are now four unclaimed shirts-- two 2XL Division shirts and one each XL and 2XL
Convention shirts -- $27.00 for the Division Shirts and $22.00 for convention shirts. (Why the price
difference? Division shirts have a pocket, Convention shirts do not.)
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

2019 NMRA National Convention

NMRA 2019 SLC News

Non-Rail, Golden Spike NHS, & General Interest Bus Tours
For the 2019 convention, we have Promontory tours and general interest tours in addition to the
usual non-rail, layout, and prototype tours. The general interest tours, in blue, include railroad
related sites but you don’t need to be a rail fan to enjoy the tour. The five trips to the Golden Spike
National Historic Site are in Yellow. The non-rail tours are in green.
A new type of tour in our repertoire is the non-bus tour. When you look at the schedule below and
wonder where obvious tour destinations are, like Ogden, be assured they will be on the non-bus tour
list (coming soon). For these, we will use Trax, Frontrunner, and perhaps a UTA bus or two. The
tours will have a guide and hand-outs like the bus tours, but we’ll take advantage of the UTA pass
each convention-goer will have.
Contact Cindy Lund at 801-599-8842 or smch2do@gmail.com for any of the following:
WE NEED INPUT ON THE BUS SCHEDULE
If you see any issues with the schedule below, please contact Cindy ASAP while we are early in the
bus company negotiations.
WE NEED YOUR IDEAS FOR NON-BUS TOURS
Please share your ideas. We have tours to the Family History Library and Temple Square planned
along with trips to Ogden. What else?
WE NEED TOUR GUIDES!
If you or someone you know will make an excellent tour guide for any of the trips listed (or for one
that isn’t listed yet) don’t be shy about it.
Schedule
Please note, the times of the tours listed below are subject to change. One factor is we are limited in the number of
busses that can load and unload at one time. This and other schedule issues may come up during the planning with the
bus company and with the schedules of the layout and prototype tours.

Sunday
Double Decker Bus Tour of Salt Lake City – 4:00pm-5:30pm - gives a lay of the land including the usual sites and
some RR sites: Rio Grande, Gateway, Intermodal Hub, and Trolley Square.

Monday
This is the Place State Park – 8:30am-11:30am
Double Decker Bus Tour of Salt Lake City – 11:45am-1:15pm – same as Sunday’s tour
Snowbird Ski Resort Tram Ride – 1:30pm-6:00pm
Promontory - There and Back – 8:00am-3:15pm
Great Saltair + Great Salt Lake Marina + Kennecott – 9:30am-3:45pm
Heber Valley Railroad – dinner, shoot-out, 90 minute scenic train ride – 4:15pm-9:45pm

Tuesday
LDS Welfare Square, Humanitarian Center – 8:45am-11:15am
Park City Night on the Town – 5:15pm-9:45pm
Promontory & Lee’s Layout/Corinne – 8:00am-4:15pm
Soldier Summit, Skyline Coal Mine, Helper, & Castle Gate – 7:00am-8:30pm

Wednesday
Red Butte Gardens & Natural History Museum of Utah – 8:30am-12:30pm
Snowbird Ski Resort Tram Ride – 1:30pm-6:00pm
Promontory Afternoon – 1:00pm-6:45pm
Sunset at Great Salt Lake Marina – 7:30pm-10:30pm

Thursday
Hill Aerospace Museum – 8:30am-12:00pm
Utah Brewery Tour – 3:00pm-6:30pm
Promontory - There and Back – 8:00am-3:15pm
Evanston Roundhouse – 7:30am-2:30pm – see Free-Mo Layout

Friday
Heber Valley Railroad – dinner, shoot-out, 90 minute scenic train ride – 5:15pm-9:45pm

Saturday
Promontory & ATK – 8:00am-4:40pm
Heber Valley Railroad – 90 minute scenic train ride with train robbery – 5:15pm-9:45pm

General Interest Clinics General Interest Clinics
We have a full schedule of rail related clinics thanks to Steve Moore’s hard work but now we need to
schedule general interest clinics. There is one room set aside at the Little America for just this and
we want our clinics to be awesome.
Clinics start Sunday evening and go through Thursday evening. There are at least 35 clinic slots to
fill but we don’t necessarily need that many clinics because we will repeat some. The goal is to have
at least 20 clinics on topics like genealogy, crafts, finances, computers, health, and more.
Cindy is coordinating the bus tours and the non-bus tours and could definitely use some help with
this portion of the convention.
She needs:
1. Clinic

ideas and clinicians – ask your family and friends!
with this project from start to finish. It would be nice to have a couple women on the team
to help coordinate the clinics before and during the convention.

2. Help

Cindy Lund 801-599-8842 smch2do@gmail.com

Registration is now open at http://www.nmra2019slc.org/registration/. Don’t miss this once in a
lifetime opportunity right in our own backyard.
The NMRA 2019 SLC organizing committee is busy putting together a show worthy of 150 years of
transcontinental railroading. Make sure you register by visiting http://www.nmra2019slc.org. You
won't want to miss this convention. Early registration is just $119 (does that ring a bell?)
WHEN: July 7-13, 2019
WHERE: Convention HQ - Little America Hotel : National Train Show - Mountain America Expo
Center (formerly South Towne Expo Center) Three halls will be used for the show on the 11th, 12th
and 13th.
If you are on Facebook, follow us at https://www.facebook.com/NMRA2019SLC/
Steve Moore and Geoff Carter
2019 National NMRA Convention Committee
2019 Convention Clinics
Each month we will entice you with some of the clinics that will be offered during the convention
Ken Schlotfeldt
Badger Airbrush
Choosing, Using, Maintaining, and Troubleshooting Your Airbrush
Easy and Fun Box Car Painting/Finishing (Hands-On)
Blaine Hadfield
Arrowhead Models
An Exposition of PFE R-40-27 Reefer
Ted York
Professional Photographer
Santa Fe and Cajon Pass

The 2019 National Convention Committee has been meeting every month since
January and is working hard setting up budgets, clinics, layout tours, Prototype Rail,
Non-Rail Tours and updating our brochure. We are now looking for a volunteers to
assist at the 2019 convention. These volunteers will be needed to help with various
activities during the convention. They will help with pre-registration, registration, tour
helpers, setting up clinics, directing people to various activities, the silent auction and
general help for whatever is needed. If you are interested please sign-up at our
monthly event or at the link below.
http://goo.gl/forms/csKvYd8IRd
Alan Anderson
2019 Convention Chairman
nmra2019slc@outlook.com
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

Golden Spike Train Club of Utah

The Golden Spike Train Club holds a public open house while running their trains for
display at the state's largest static club layout!
Come down the Second Saturday of each month for our next open house from Noon
to 4:00 PM
840 North 300 West Salt Lake City in the south basement of the old Children's
Museum.
Visit our website at http://www.goldenspiketrainclubutah.org/
Like us on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/GoldenspikeTrainClub/
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

South Weber Model Railroad Club

While the track may be burried in snow,
we're still working on things for next
year. Engine 6136 is in the shop getting
some maintenance done and a few
upgrades.
A few club members are working on their
own engines as well! If you're interested
in joining the club to help out or build
your own trains visit our website at
http://southweberrr.webs.com/
or visit our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com
/SouthWeberRailroad/
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

NMRA Membership Renewal

Just a reminder for everyone to check their expiration date on membership NMRA
cards. Please don't let them lapse! You should receive a membership renewal form
in the mail months before your expiration. If you can't find it or didn't get it, you can
always go on-line and renew there. Below is the link to NMRA website page.
https://nmra.org/membership-application-and-renewal
Also check NMRA home page for membership discounts through the NMRA Partnership Program.
You can get discounts at over 30 vendors including Micro-Mart, Green Frog Productions, MinuteMan
Scale Models, Motrak Models, MRC (Model Rectifier Corporation) and many others. The discounts
could add up to what a years membership costs!
https://nmra.org/partnerships
Lowell Didas
Membership Chairman
lowellusmc@hotmail.com
Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

The Club Car

The Northern Utah Division is home to many outstanding modeling clubs, in every scale from Z to Live Steam. You are sure to find at least one of them
that will meet your needs, so drop them a line and join the fun!
Contact information is the most recent we have on file. If you have a railroad modeling club in the state of Utah, we would be happy to include your
information here. Just send us the name of your club, the scales you support in your club, and how prospective members may contact your club.
Color Country Model Railroad Club – This multi-scale club is located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah. Contact Dave Merrill by
email at: professordavemerrill@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://colorcountrytrains.org/sud/
Color Country T-Trak Club - This N Scale club, located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah, uses the T-Trak modular system. Contact
the club by email at: ColorCountryTTrak@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://www.ccttc.info
Golden Spike American Flyer Train Club – This S scale club meets the third Friday of each month at various club member homes. Their newsletter
contains the time and place. Call Jim Buckley by phone at: (801) 252-1921 or by email at: jamesbuckley7@comcast.com. Visit their website
at http://www.gsaftc.com/about.htm
Golden Spike Train Club of Utah – This HO/HOn3 100% NMRA club meets Saturday Evenings from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, at the Old Children’s
Museum of Utah ( 840 N 300 West, SLC ). Open Houses are held on the 2nd Saturday of the month from 12-4 pm. Contact Mark Forslund by phone at
(801) 641-6586 for more information. Out of the area memberships are available. Visit their website at www.goldenspiketrainclubutah.org
Great Basin Lego Train Club – Adult fans of LEGO. Meeting times and club info is posted on their website. Contact Reed Cowan by email at:
gbltc@aol.com. Visit their website at http://greatbasinltc.utahlug.org/
HOn3 Club of Northern Utah – Specializing in local narrow gauge railroads in HOn3, this group meets informally and has a layout in Grantsville.
Contact Fred Voelcker by email at: fred.voelcker@gmail.com
Hostlers Model Railroad Club – This Multi-scale club, including live steam, meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month at Ogden’s historic Union
Station. Contact Mike Murphy by USPS mail at: 752 W 4375 South, Riverdale, UT 84405 or by phone at: (801) 394-4952. Visit their website
at http://hostlers.org
O Scale Guys – An O and On3 scale club. Contact Steve Strebel by phone at: (801) 973-0367.
Ophir, Tintic and Western – This 100% NMRA club models in HO and N and meets at the SCERA Theater Boardroom (745 South State Street,
Orem) at 7:00 pm on the 3rd Thursday of every month. Contact Larry Carter by email at larrycarter@msn.com or by phone at (801) 446-8161 Visit
their website at http://www.otwtrainclub.com/
Railway & Locomotive Historical Society (Golden Spike Chapter) – An historically oriented group of researchers and preservationists, the Golden
Spike chapter of the R&LHS meets at Ogden Station and is presently in the midst of a 20+ year restoration project of the D&RGW #223. Visit their
website at http://www.trainweb.org/GoldenSpikeLRHS/index.html
South Weber Model Railroad Club – This 1-1/2″ club runs trains every 3rd Saturday & Sunday at South Weber Canyon Meadows Park. I-84 exit #85,
two blocks south, two blocks east. Visit their website at http://southweberrr.webs.com/
Utah Free-MO – A travelling HO Modular group conforming to the Free-MO standard. Contact Mike Nelson by email at: i_m_loco@hotmail.com
Utah Garden Railway Society – A “G scale” group dedicated to the art of Garden Railways. Contact Lynn Stringham, President (UGRS) by USPS
mail at: 4464 S 4100 West, West Haven, UT 84401
Utah Large Scale Society – A G scale group that meets in various member’s homes. Contact Stan White by phone at: (801) 546-4085 or by USPS
mail at: 920 N 1550 East, Layton, UT 84040
Utah Live Steamers – Our railroad is at Shay Park, 400 West Aspen Hills Blvd, Saratoga Springs, UT which encompasses 12 acres. The key feature
is the abandoned railroad grade of the Salt Lake & Western Railroad. Our track gauge is 7.5" and we have a new, beautiful 1.6" scale locomotive to
pull twice as many cars as before. Rides are typically in the morning on the third Saturday of the month. Contact Mike at utahlivesteamers@gmail.com
or watch Facebook for event listings. https://www.facebook.com/cmry260/
Utah Train Collectors Association – Primarily 3-rail O gauge, though other scales are represented. Promotes model railroading in Northern Utah.
Meets the last Thursday of each month. Contact Kent Silver (Club President) by email at: webmaster@utahtca.com. Visit their website
at http://utahtca.com/default.htm
Wasatch N Scale Model Railroad Club - For contact info visit their website at wasatchnscale.org
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Division Officers and Volunteers

Northern Utah Division Officers
Superintendent:

Jim Wanlass

Assistant Superintendent:

Rick Luther

Treasurer:
Board of Director:
Board of Director:
Board of Director:
Board of Director:

Blaine Holbrook
Lowell Didas
Daland Speirs
Rex Bailey
Wayne Lee
Committee Positions

Advertising/Marketing:
Convention Chairman:
Achievement Program:
Division Operations Group (DOG's):
Clinic Coordinator:
Layout Tours:
Division Librarian:
Secretary:
Newsletter Editor:
Membership Chairman:

Steve Moore
Alan Anderson
Jim Wanlass
Daland Speirs
Lowell Didas
Bob Gerald
Robert Arnesen
Carolyn Chase
Rick Luther
Lowell Didas
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Come Join us for Fun, Learning and Fellowship

Utah's center for model railroading excellence!
Join us every third Saturday at the
Redwood Recreation Center
3060 Lester Street
West Valley City, UT 84119
from 10:00 AM to Noon
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