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Thoughts from the Superintendent

Good Day to all of you and greetings from the Rocky Mountain Region Convention in
Colorado Springs.
I'll start by telling you that if you aren't here (there are 5 of us here) that you missed a great
convention. There are several great layouts and many good and useful clinics. Somehow
the Division managed to have NCE here for 2 days of information on their DCC products.
There are positive and negative lessons for us to adopt for the 2019. Now, speaking of
2019, our primary purpose for being here is to push and advertise the Salt Lake
Convention. I have found the interest to be high. We have also had a large number of
volunteers wanting to help out. I even have had one guy want his business put in the
National Train Show! I think our convention is shaping up to be excellent!
Well, as you read this, we have less than a month to go before our Division's Intermountain Train Expo at South Towne
Expo Center. I know all of you are planning to be there. Stan and all of his committees are doing an excellent job in
organizing everything. It will be our best show ever!
Jack Chase
Superintendent
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
801-323-1148
jack.r.chase@gmail.com
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What Happened Last Month

The September 17, 2016 event of the Northern Utah Division featured a hands on locomotive lighting workshop presented
by John Laser. John gave an excellent presentation on tips and techniques for installing lighting in diesel locomotives. His
topic thoroughly covered the different types of LED's that can be used for lighting. John also covered different ways you
can use LED's for lighting your structures and general layout light with roll LED's. Topics included the various types of
power supplies from wall warts you can buy from Deseret Industries to more expensive adjustable systems. After his
presentation, John invited several audience members to try their hand at installing LED's in several locomotives from the
division's collection of Racetrack engines. He also covered some basic soldering techniques to help you complete your
next project. A very informative workshop that should help all of us create a better layout! Thanks John from all of
those that attended!

During the Show and Tell portion of the event we viewed several great models. Al Badham brought in an interesting O
scale narrow gauge model of a fantasy covered hopper built around a box car! Jim Wanlass showed his latest 100%
scratch built version of the Lehi depot built in 1873 by the Utah Southern Railroad. The depot exists today and is now a
museum.

Click Here to Return to the Table of Contents

Learn Something New

Presentation & Workshop

October

Share you modeling skills
Presented by Blaine Holbrook

15th

The Discovery Model Railroad Club, a 100% NMRA club for youth, will be at the Northern Utah
Division's regular monthly event with their Pizza Box layouts.

3:00 PM - 5:00PM

The first part of the clinic will be Show n' Tell. Bring your favorite model (and why it is your favorite) or bring a
photograph of your layout or tell a railroad or model railroad story. The intent is to demonstrate to the Discovery Model
Railroad Club that model railroading IS the most interesting hobby in the world.
The second part of the clinic is sharing your skills with the Discovery Model Railroad Club members which will
feature hands-on interaction with the new modelers and their Pizza Pie layouts.

I would like to encourage all members to bring a young neighbor or grand child / niece /
nephew to our event on the 15th to construct a pizza box layout with them. If you don’t have
someone to mentor, you can work on the Children's Center layout. There is a lot of
plastering to do!

Presentation

November

Health, Aging and Modeling
Presented by Stan Jennings

19th

What is the most important thing in you life? YOUR HEALTH! Without good health, one
can have a difficult time with the second most important thing -- MODEL RAILROADING!

3:00 PM - 5:00PM

This clinic will present tips about dealing with aging yet continuing your model railroading hobby. There will be tips on heart
health, keeping lungs working well and a couple of other staying-healthy tips; most of clinic devoted to eye health and
safety.

Presentation

December

Trains & Christmas
Presented by Dale Angell

17th

Trains & Christmas and the story of the railroads of Parley's Canyon.

3:00 PM - 5:00PM

Two Presentations

January

A.C. Gilbert / American Flyer
Presented by Jim Buckley

21st

A short presentation about A.C. Gilbert, manufacturer of American Flyer trains.

3:00 PM - 5:00PM

Modesto & Empire Traction / Western Railway Museum
Presented by Stan Jennings
A short presentation on the history of the Modesto & Empire Traction and the Western Railway Museum
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Intermountain Train Expo

We will have about forty vendors, fourteen layouts, six sponsors, six displayers and a gazillion hands-on activities. (Well,
not a gazillion, there will probably be about fifteen to twenty hands-on activities. Including making jewelry!)
Everything is fairly well in place, what more is needed? YOU!! We need a LOT of volunteers to help man all the
Hands-On activities that will be at the Intermountain Train Expo. Be sure to spread the word about the Intermountain
Train Expo - mini-flyers, internet, personal interaction, etc..
Thank you to Steve Moore for the new 15 second TV spot that will appear on channel 13 (KSTU-Fox) and 5 (KSL-NBC)
has been finished and the air time paid for.
Intermountain Train Expo Contest
Don't forget! The model contest this year will be by popular vote. All show attendees may vote for their favorite model in
the following categories. If not enough entrants in a certain category, categories may be combined at the judge’s
discretion.
Categories:
Locomotive (Steam, Diesel & Traction)
Rolling Stock (Freight, Passenger & Non-revenue)
Caboose
Structure
Important:
All models must be able to fit a 12x12 inch space. Larger models may be displayed if there is room but will be
given lowest priority.
Enter models into the contest between 9 – 11 am on Saturday.
Judging will be open from 11 am on Saturday until 1 pm on Sunday.
Pickup models after 3 pm on Sunday.
Other arrangements may be made if needed.
If a contestant ALSO wants merit judging for credit towards the AP Program that will be done upon request.

November 5th & 6th, 2016
South Towne Expo Center - 9575 State Street Sandy, Utah
Show hours: Saturday 9 AM to 5 PM, Sunday 9 AM to 4 PM
Admission: $10.00@ at the door, $8.00@ on-line, $5.00@ special services.
Children twelve and under free. (Special services include military, police and fire
personal and their spouse.)
www.intermountaintrainexpo.com
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Discovery Gateway Project Layout

For those that would like to get some real hands on experience or chance to sharpen your layout
building skills, please consider helping out with the layouts we are building for the Discovery
Gateway. The layouts are being built as an instructional tool that staff can use for educational
programs for children and adults. Each layout is built on wheels so that it can be easily moved in
and out of their public workshop rooms.
Work sessions are scheduled for every Tuesday from 10 am to 12 pm and from 10 am to 12 pm the morning of our
regularly scheduled event on the third Saturday of the month. Please contact Blaine at bholbro1466@earthlink.net or by
phone at 801-580-1459 for more information and to confirm the work session time.
The latest photo update on progress of the layout!

I would like to encourage all members to bring a young neighbor or grandchild/niece
/nephew to our event on the 15th to construct a pizza box layout with them. If you don’t have
someone to mentor, you can work on the Children's Center layout. There is a lot of
plastering to do!
Blaine Holbrook
Director at Large, Northern Division, NMRA
801-580-1459
bholbro1466@earthlink.net
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Division Operations Group News

In September, a total of 5 DOGs enjoyed a great Ops session at Bob & Karin Gerald's
beautiful. Those of you that didn't sign up missed out on some great operation.
Remember, you do not need to be a seasoned operator to attend. ANYONE is very
welcome.
Saturday,October 22, 2016 is our next big day for the DOGs at Rob Spangler's layout.
Rob is located at 3072 S 1065 W in Syracuse, UT. Our plan is to start at 10:00 AM sharp
and to be finished early afternoon. As many of you will remember, Robs's layout is really
beautiful and a joy on which to operate. I was there operating last Saturday and we had a
ball. Come and see the changes he has made since our last visit. He has added a lot of
new scenery.
At this point we need 8 of the 9 crew. Please mark up ASAP so we can have an accurate count for the crew. If you want
to operate (try out), please let me know in your reply and we will arrange for a helper to work with you. We have tried
that a few times recently and it works well as a teaching method.
As I always state, please be very respectful to Rob's layout. He is being terrific is sharing such a real prize with us. Of
course, it is always polite to bring snacks/drinks to share with your fellow crew.
I'm really looking forward to seeing all of you Saturday, October 22. Come prepared to have a great time. It will be a fun
filled day!
Contact me at jack.r.chase@gmail.com to be added to the roster.
Jack Chase
Crew Chief -- DOGs
Northern Utah Division of the NMRA
Proud Host of the 2019 National NMRA Convention & Train Show
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Layout Tours

November Layout Tours
Pete Harmon
In November, we hope that all of Division members will take the time to attend the 2016 Intermountain Train Expo at the
South Towne Expo Center in Sandy. The show will feature G, O, S, HO and N scale layouts from around the area. The
show will run Saturday November 5th and Sunday November 6th. Please consider volunteering to help with the hands-on
exhibits for a few hours. This is a great way to help the public understand why we love this hobby.
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Achievement Program

I don’t know how many of you get the NMRA Magazine. I know it is an optional
“upgrade” to your membership. If you don’t, you should think about it for next year
because I plan to have a series of articles. :-) Joking aside, I figure if I get one or
two helpful hints it’s worth it. I always like to read what Charlie Getz, the current
NMRA President, writes in his monthly article. Whatever your opinion of him, he
seems to be in touch with the general membership. His article in the October issue
is about volunteering. I want to quote part of it because it is so well stated:
“... on rare occasions, I receive a negative comment about the Association with
the remark, Why don’t you people do something about this? You can see the
common thread here – that is the use of the term “you.” In fact, there is no “you.”
There is only “us.” Volunteers do the overwhelming work of the Association. That includes me, the BOD, our other
Officers and Department Heads. It includes all Regional and Division officers and boards. When you attend an NMRA
event, it was organized and is run by volunteers. Those volunteers are not people who can be ordered to volunteer;
rather, they are truly volunteers who believe in helping the Association do a better job. We rely on our volunteers. That
means we rely on you. If you have not volunteered locally or on the National level, ask yourself why not? All of us give
of our time and sometimes our sweat to help the Association. We do so because we receive far more back than we
give. We do so because we believe in the Association and, as members, in our responsibility to help make the
Association even better. We also believe that by volunteering we help the hobby."
“Volunteering can also have a practical benefit. If you are in the Achievement Program, the Volunteer Certificate counts
toward earning your Master Model Railroader (MMR). However, the main reason people volunteer is that they have a
strong desire to help. All model railroaders have that desire as shown by the number of articles in the magazines or
clinics given by average modelers on some technique or method. Volunteering is an extension of those activities.
Rather than write an article or give a clinic, you help the Association in doing a particular task that needs doing."
“... if you’d really like to help, consider running for office at the local, Regional, or National level. It can be very
rewarding to have a say in the future of our Association at every level of our operation. Getting involved in this way
teaches you about the Association and, more importantly, about yourself. It need not be difficult, and it need not take an
undue amount of time. As with any volunteer job, the limits of your efforts are entirely up to you... We rely on our
volunteers, but we also value them. We want your experience to be a good one and want to work with you to be a
success. So, the next time you have a great idea, please share it with us, but more importantly, why not offer to help
implement that idea?”
I am reminded of how Blaine said he wanted to run for an open position on our Board and after a year step back.
However, things turned out quite different, for the better! He has had some great ideas. When he first brought up the idea
of the boxcar races most people were a little confused and he was told, “It’s your idea, why don’t you implement it.” Boy,
did he! So many have benefited from that one idea!

Many of us on the Board wear multiple “hats” and if not re-elected would still continue to volunteer on a committee or in
some other way. If you are interested in being on the Board, elections are coming up again soon. Let me know and I will
get you on the ballot.
I have lots of family duties but I am still able to volunteer. I may not make as many meetings as I would like but that
doesn’t stop me from doing what I can. Maybe you want to start slow, that’s OK. There is always a need for someone to
help at train shows or even our monthly Division Events.
I found myself feeling just like Gerry Leone, MMR who wrote, “... as a lone wolf guy, I discovered I enjoyed meeting and
getting to know other modelers. And I enjoyed the fact that I was ‘giving back’ to the hobby.” I didn’t know that I would like
participating and being part of a group as much as I do. The friendships and getting to know others is a benefit to putting
in the volunteer time. I know many other hobbies and associations are pretty closed to sharing new ideas but I have found
most model railroaders ready to share their ideas and expertise with others. As we share our time (volunteer) we are
rewarded knowing we have helped others and maybe even made new friends and that way we can enjoy the journey
together!

Jim Wanlass
AP Chairman
ap@northernutahnmra.org
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Division News Items

Membership Report
By Geoff Carter
Please welcome the following new members:
Brent Dakota from Bountiful
Sofie and Mark Balhorn from South Jordan
Thanks to the following members that have decided to stick with us for another year of Fun, Learning, and Fellowship:
Bill Barnhart
Corey Bonsall
Ron Davies
Joel Grasmeyer
Bob Lewis
Josh McMurrin
Jon Robinson

E-Mo "European Module" Update
By Marty Petersen
E- Mo is our name we are the Utah European themed model railroad group, that has no dues and is just really a group of
friends that like European Trains. We are in the process of building a modular layout with 6 modules under construction
now.
Our modules will have a Standard (NCE DCC) Gauge double track main line for shows with a single track HO n30
(750mm) narrow gauge branch near the back that will clime up and over some of our standard gauge line.
A second meter Swiss meter gauged line is also in the works, for now we simple re-guaged some of the Swiss RHB and
MGB equipment to run on the HOn30 line. We sadly wont be able to run at this up coming fall show, but plan to make the
Fall 2017 Fall Train show in Sandy.
We have two return loops now in the planning stage and also hope to have some regular type of meeting soon or
information session soon , but for the time being are just keeping it things easy, but your welcome to ask us any thing and
we have some standard almost done.
I am Marty Petersen and you can e-mail me at marty_petersen@Hotmail.com or phone at 801-403-9032, or can contact
Paul Wagner at cell 954-235-7335 or home 801-943-0339

Train Day Report
Discovery Gateway has reported the following:
Against the BYU and Utah rivalry, the Greek Festival, the Brazilian Festival, farmers Market in pioneer park, the Utah
State Fair and 9/11, the museum increased their attendance from around 450 to 529 on Train Day. they are very please
and want us to sign and M.O.U. (Memo of Understanding) which is what they do for partners they want to keep long
term!
I think we did a great job and as the Discovery Gateway stated, we hit one out of the park! Thanks everyone who helped
make this a very successful event!

DONATIONS FOR SALE

Remember the list of items donated to the Northern Utah Division, NMRA, in last month's Promontory Post? Now there
are some more. Some have been sold, Geoff Carter will be taking charge of selling the rest. Most of the items will be at
the July Division Event. Cash or checks only.
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Golden Spike Train Club of Utah

Saturday, November 12 at 12 PM - 4 PM
840 North Beck Street in Salt Lake City, Utah. Everyone is invited!
November Open House! Come visit to see the progress on the layout, and to see some great trains
running!
Like us on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/GoldenspikeTrainClub/
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South Weber Model Railroad Club

October 29th 2016 - Every year before Halloween ghost, ghouls, and monsters come alive at Canyon
Meadows Park. You're invited to take a ride along the Fright Train to see the spectacle of these
creatures coming to life. The Fright Train makes a few stops around the park where the little ones
can collect treats from the monsters. There's is no admission fee to enjoy the frights, but donations
are gladly accepted to help expand the track and make events like this bigger and better every year.
Costumes are welcomed, but do keep in mind, these are trains with moving parts. Long articles of
clothing and wigs must be tucked into the train car, if the costume does not fit into the train car it may
not be allowed. The Fright train will be a kid friendly ride for fun and not frights. Come out and enjoy
this Utah Halloween attraction with your kids!
The park offers a large field perfect for picnics or a covered pavilion if you prefer to sit on benches.
There are public restrooms available and a playground for the kids! Be sure to share this event with
others and bring friends and family with
Visit our website at http://southweberrr.webs.com/
Visit our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/SouthWeberRailroad/
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Classifieds

Super-V Mini Cradle
The Mini Cradle is just right for Z scale and N scale. The unique V shape gently holds cars and engines in any position
without harming delicate details. The Super-V Mini Cradle measures 12 inches long, 1 inch high, and 2 inches wide. $5.95
+ $2 S/H ea. K.I.S.S. Method Inc. www.kissmethodinc.com. 9199 So. Mountain Laurel Ln. West Jordan UT 84081.
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The Club Car

The Northern Utah Division is home to many outstanding modeling clubs, in every scale from Z to Live Steam. You are sure to find at least one of them that
will meet your needs, so drop them a line and join the fun!
Contact information is the most recent we have on file. If you have a railroad modeling club in the state of Utah, we would be happy to include your
information here. Just send us the name of your club, the scales you support in your club, and how prospective members may contact your club.
Color Country Model Railroad Club – This multi-scale club is located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah. Contact Dave Merrill by email at:
professordavemerrill@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://colorcountrytrains.org/sud/
Color Country T-Trak Club - This N Scale club, located in the Southern Utah Division in St. George, Utah, uses the T-Trak modular system. Contact the
club by email at: ColorCountryTTrak@gmail.com. Visit their website at http://www.ccttc.info
Golden Spike American Flyer Train Club – This S scale club meets the third Friday of each month at various club member homes. Their newsletter
contains the time and place. Call Jim Buckley by phone at: (801) 252-1921 or by email at: jamesbuckley7@comcast.com. Visit their website
at http://www.gsaftc.com/about.htm
Golden Spike Train Club of Utah – This HO/HOn3 100% NMRA club meets Saturday Evenings from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, at the Old Children’s Museum
of Utah ( 840 N 300 West, SLC ). Open Houses are held on the 3rd Saturday’s of the month from 12-4 pm. Contact Mark Forslund by phone at (801)
641-6586 for more information. Out of the area memberships are available. Visit their website at http://goldenspiketrainclub.org
Great Basin Lego Train Club – Adult fans of LEGO. Meeting times and club info is posted on their website. Contact Reed Cowan by email at:
gbltc@aol.com. Visit their website at http://greatbasinltc.utahlug.org/
HOn3 Club of Northern Utah – Specializing in local narrow gauge railroads in HOn3, this group meets informally and has a layout in Grantsville. Contact
Fred Voelcker by email at: fred.voelcker@gmail.com
Hostlers Model Railroad Club – This Multi-scale club, including live steam, meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month at Ogden’s historic Union Station.
Contact Mike Murphy by USPS mail at: 752 W 4375 South, Riverdale, UT 84405 or by phone at: (801) 394-4952. Visit their website at http://hostlers.org
O Scale Guys – An O and On3 scale club. Contact Alan Badham by phone at: (801) 975-0367. Visit their website at http://theoscaleguys.tripod.com/
Ophir, Tintic and Western – This 100% NMRA club models in HO and N and meets at the SCERA Theater Boardroom (745 South State Street, Orem) at
7:00 pm on the 3rd Thursday of every month. Contact Larry Carter by email at larrycarter@msn.com or by phone at (801) 446-8161 Visit their website
at http://www.otwtrainclub.com/
Railway & Locomotive Historical Society (Golden Spike Chapter) – An historically oriented group of researchers and preservationists, the Golden
Spike chapter of the R&LHS meets at Ogden Station and is presently in the midst of a 20+ year restoration project of the D&RGW #223. Visit their website
at http://www.trainweb.org/GoldenSpikeLRHS/index.html
South Weber Model Railroad Club – This 1-1/2″ club runs trains every 3rd Saturday & Sunday at South Weber Canyon Meadows Park. I-84 exit #85, two
blocks south, two blocks east. Visit their website at http://southweberrr.webs.com/
Trackers – This HO/HOn3 club meets at the Tooele Railroad Museum (35 N Broadway, Tooele) on Saturdays from 12:00 noon to 4:00 pm (from Memorial
Day to Labor Day). During the off-season, club members may meet for maintenance/upgrades to the layout, as weather permits. Contact Cindy Meiser by
phone at: (801) 966-7411 or by mail at: 512 Crockett Drive Kearns, Utah 84118. Visit their website at http://trackersmodelrrclub.org/
Utah Free-MO – A travelling HO Modular group conforming to the Free-MO standard. Contact Allen Carter by email at: Utahfreemo@aol.com
Utah Garden Railway Society – A “G scale” group dedicated to the art of Garden Railways. Contact Lynn Stringham, President (UGRS) by USPS mail at:
4464 S 4100 West, West Haven, UT 84401
Utah Large Scale Society – A G scale group that meets in various member’s homes. Contact Stan White by phone at: (801) 546-4085 or by USPS mail
at: 920 N 1550 East, Layton, UT 84040
Utah Live Steamers – Formed in 2007 and in May of 2014 the name The Salt lake and Utah Railroad Historic Society was added. Our railroad will be
located in Saratoga Springs – Shay Park, which encompasses 12 acres. The key feature is the abandonded railroad grade of the Salt Lake & Western
Railroad Fairfield branch. Our track gauge will be 7.5" and 1.6" scale Live Steam and Diesel Locomotives. There will be 3,000' of track and we plan to have
trains operating by summer-fall 2016. Anyone who wishes to help, please contact Mike at cmry@sfcn.org or 801-798-0241 Visit their website
at http://uvls.org/
Utah Train Collectors Association – Primarily 3-rail O gauge, though other scales are represented. Promotes model railroading in Northern Utah. Meets
the last Thursday of each month. Contact Kent Silver (Club President) by email at: webmaster@utahtca.com. Visit their website at http://utahtca.com
/default.htm
Wasatch N Scale Model Railroad Club - Contact Bob Gerald by phone at: (801) 864-0174
Wasatch Z Scale Model Railroad Club – Currently reorganizing. Interested parties may send email to: superintendent@nmrawasatch.org
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Division Officers and Volunteers

Northern Utah Division Officers
Superintendent:

Jack Chase

Assistant Superintendent:

Fred Baney

Treasurer:

Stan Jennings

Director-at-Large:

Jim Wanlass

Director-at-Large:

Steve Moore

Director-at-Large:

Geoff Carter

Director-at-Large:

Blaine Holbrook
Committee Positions

Advertising/Marketing:

Steve Moore

Convention Chairman:

Alan Anderson

Achievement Program:

Jim Wanlass

Division Operations Group (DOG's):

Jack Chase

Presentation & Workshop Coordinator:

Stan Jennings

Layout Tours:

Pete Harmon

Division Librarian

Robert Arnesen

Secretary

Janet Jennings

Newsletter Editor

Rick Luther
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Come Join us for Fun, Learning and Fellowship

NEW LOCATION!
Utah's center for model railroading excellence!
Join us every third Saturday at the
Discovery Gateway Children’s Museum
at the Gateway Shopping Center
444 West 100 South, Salt Lake City
from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM
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Northern Utah Division of NMRA
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